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The muanuscript of the book “Assam: Land
and People™ wits prepared on the stipulated
e 1o mark the completion of the silver
Jubilee celebration of the college. The untiring
clforts of the Editors have made it possible
The Principal of the college Hitesh Deka has
plaved a commendable role in the whole
endeavour. | sincerely believe that the book will
be well recetved by the readers

Ramesh Chandra Chaudhury
President, Governing Body
K C Das Commerce College

ASSAM iand and people

On 7 Novenber 1983, K C Das Commerce
College was established with 107 students on
the rolls. Since then, the college has stood the
test of time, and today more than 2,500 students
are avalling themselves of the benelit of
commerce education. The growth of the college
has given us the courage to undertake major
projects,

Assam bs often described as a land of unity
amidst diversity, The land is dotted with
different coloarful peoples. Each ethnic
community has its own language and culture.
This diversity has, in fact, promoted social
bondage. This idea struck a group of Mke-minded
individuals including myself, and it led to the
preparation of the book, The book was planned
to bring out the collective identity of the land
The contents of the book are rich enough to
encourage the readers 1o know more about the
Lanl and her people. However, the book s not
claimyed 10 be a comprebensive account of
Assam

The Governing Body of the college has played
an extremely supportive role, We are grateful to
the contributors who appreciated our idea and
responded to our request. The teaching and the
non-teaching stuff, and the student conmununity
have made Budabde efforts behand the scene
Efforts of Editor Basanta Deka. Literary Editors
Bibash Chandra Choudbury and Nirendra Nath
Thakuria, and Assistant Editor Ms Archana Bora
shall be remembered by the entire college
community. I also apprectate Ms Kiran Deka,
who painstakingly proof.read the texts and
offered valuable suggestions

The members of Trinavan, the designing
team, deserve our apprectation for reducing our
burden 1also thank Thomson Printing Press for
printing the book within a short thine

Hiteh Deka
Principal
K C Duas Commerce College
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Lsam

ikardev. The expressive and sweet Assamese
n. Among the Iido-Arvan languages, only
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The edit £/ ple has proved a real
challenge because of its enormous diversity in contents and styles
We have followed British English and consulted Oxford Style Manual
odited by R M HRitter (OUR 2003). Yot we have to deviate froe
tain established comventions and set a few for the sake of clarty
The deviations which need explanation are as follows
Halics without the inial capital are used in titles of be plavs
and Alms, collections of songs. and radio series produced in the
native 1 sages OF Assaun as well as the tithes of indig
paintings, sculptures and wood carvis
This is done 1o distinguish the native tithes roem the pan-Indsan
utles: the Ramayana (i Sanskrit) vs an (B Assaumese)
Ttalics without the niaial capital arc
festivals, dresses, dances, mu NSNS, o
| are also used In the nathve names
nwers, vogetables, Bshes, animalk
ndigenous nanmses of snacks, foodsty and utensils are
1 the same way
The names of local gods and goddesses are ghven in italics with
the bndtial capital letter
Small capatal talics are used in the names of Jocal newspapers
magazines and journals
anding transfiteration and spelling, we have taken some Mberty
e of the firmly established comentions have boen retained, and
same changes have been made mamnly because of phonetical
consideration. That s v the names of some eple characters have
been changed. For examy Arjuna of the Mahabharata has becone
Arjun in mahabbarat (the transbated version)
We huve tried to be consistent throughout the book. We will duly

acknowledge 1f any reader Kindly points out any mistakes

Nuendra N Thakuria

Litevary Editor
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; GEOGRAPHY

Md Taher

cographicaliy, Assum is an inportant Seate of morth cast India. The State is

located betwoon bat. 2973 N and 2758 N and long, 89°5 Eand 96°1'E. The

1Sulcnmu-nhlondnuh«ed«dthnmh,lhrmmddtmh

by hulls and mountaies, To the west, it merges with (he West Bengal and Bangladesh

plains. The State has the Brahmapatra valley in the northem pant bosdering

Arunachal and the Barak valicy in the southern past. In between these two valley

plains, there s an arca callod the Karbd plascau succeedod 10 the south by the Noeth

) Cachar Hills. Although the State i dod by hills and moustains i three

= e sides, 1t s mot entsrely cut-off froms Tibet of China and soush-cast Asta lying beyond

BAT OF BENGAL | them. There has boon moversent of men, materials, plants and animabs dieectly and

o - L w indirectly betwoen Asvam and the above trans-border ancas. Assam, along with row

18 000 000 of the north-cast India, Is & tramsational 20ne between south Avda and souh cas

we 0 © 00 1w Asta, which is evidenced by the varicties of human, plant and animal types.

Locationally. Assam Is boedered by two forvign counurses, namchy, Bhuan and

Bangladesh and seven Indian States, namely West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh,

Nagaland, Manipesr, Mizoeam, Tripura and Meghaliya, b hus an area of 78,433 o

km, regeesenting 2.39 per cont of the tocal arca, and a population of 26,655,528 in
2001, acceunting for 2.50 per cent of the total pogulation of the country

o

Assam and rest of north-oast india (physicel)
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THE BRAHMAPUTRA

Dulal Chandra Goswami

k. In India iis basin i shared by Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalays, Nagaland,

Stk and West Bengal, As a uniquo river. it drasns such diverse environnsents as the cold

diry platean of Tibet, the rain-drenched Himalayan stopes, the landlocked alluvial plains of Assam

and the vast deltase lowlands of Bangladesh. The Brahmuaputra is ranked among the largest eivers
of the workd in termes of disc harge of water as woll a5 sodimsent

Originating from the great ghacker mass of Chema-Yung: Dung, the south. east of Manas Sorovar,

a lake, in the Katlash range of southem Tibet, & traverses through China, Indis and Bangladesh

befooe emgeying into the Bay of Bengal through a joint chanoel with the Ganga, Flowing castwards

over the Tibetan platean, the Brahmaputra, known there as the Tangpo, enters a deep narmow

gonge 3t Pe and continues southwards across the east-west trendieg ranges of the Himalavas befoee

debouching onto the Assam pladn poar Pasighat

These differcnt geo-ecological 2ones have distinctive assemblages of opographical, geological,

! alogical, Boral-{ ) and ethnelogical charactertstics. The gradient of the Brabmaputrs &

stoep In the gonge soction, upstream of Pasighat, b 1t is Mat near Guwahatl.  The dramatic

reduction in slope explains the sudden dissipation of imemnense energy locked in i and the resulting

I I e Brahnuapuatra is one of the world's largest rivers covering a drainage arva of 580,000 sq

13
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B Dwtrict Boundary
= state souncary
H [*temational Bourdary

NATIONAL PARKS
AND
SANCTUARIES

Hiranya Kumar Choudhury

ssam serves as the gatoway

theough which the Orsental

s well as Pubacarctic fauna
spread across the country. It is the
westornmost boundary of muany
Indo-Chinese mammals like
primates and the easicrnmost
limits of many peninsular
mammalian species. The
disribution of many Indian species
such as great Indian chanoceros,
ssone marten, clawless otter. hispid
hare, swamp decr, spotted deer and
Py hog. etc. has sorminated in
Assam  plains.  Semilarly, Assam
offers living space to
Malsyan/Chinese spocies such as
clonded Jeopard, marbled cat,
golden cat, spotted lmang, lage
Tndian civet, binsusong. crab-cating
mongoose, ferret badge, hog

23
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PLANT
RESOURCES

Alak Kumar Buragohain

ssam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Manipur,
A\.:g:l.nul_ Mizoram, Topura and Sikkim collectively

onstitute the North-East of the country. The nvalvable
richiness of nature’s botnty makes Assam a unsgue land not enly in
the country but also in the entine workd, Assan has distinet and
varked features relating to lis location, diimate, geology, soll and
1opograpley. The muiliple efiects of these rather undque regiimes of
physical geography exert an endching influonce oo its vegetation

and other ke foems that are the quintessential components of the
comphex ecosystemns of the State

Located Betwoen lal. 243 N and 27°58° N and betwoen
bng SO% Eand 96°1' E, a1 the foothills of the Himalsyas and
with two mdghity eivers, the Brabmapusrs and the Barak slong with
their tributarkes Bowing through 5, Assam enjoss grvat sarategic
signilicance. Ecologically, the State ts well known foe s rich and
undque blodiversity Assam, along with the other states of the
Noeth-East, belongs 10 one of the 12 moga hlodiversity hotsposs
sdenufied worldwide In recent times. Rugged hills, expansive
valleys and kirge rivers constioute the vared spectrum of surface
fratuees of Asam.  Heavily infleenced by the north-west
monsoon, Assam’s climaie is of trogical natune with high summer
rainlall of an average of 350 cm dusing the motssoon moniths, high
humidicy of 50-80 por cont and moderate tomperature with a
masdmeam average of 365°C n ssner and 2 minimam of 5°C in
winter. The particular geographic locatson, the varied
physsography with the implicit elensenits of sall types, geology and
1opograplyy and the climate play together in the foemation of the
undque and rich plas resousces of Assaum, A very carly exploration

41
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HISTORY OF
ASSAM TEA

Arup Kumar Dutta

otanksas call i Camellte sincnsts, the kiyman calls

1ea, the plant from which the teost popular beverage

in the world is brewed. Among the theee principal
mon-intenicating hot beverages—collee, cocoa and tea—the
Tast is peobably the most anclent. According 1o Chinese begend,
tea was accidentally discovered by Emperor Shen Nung in
2737 BC. The popular version states that Shen Nung, who was
aware that water should be bofled 1o make i (i for drinking,
wits doing s0 when a fow beaves from the branches being used
as Brewood fell o the kettle and added 2 undque favour 10
the water: However, It & not the Chinese bus aboriginal (ribes
In the mountaimous reglons beyond the south westom border
of China who are considered by botankss 10 huve hasvested
the beaves of wild tea troes and brewed them to obtain
medicinal beverage. The Chinese neighboars who Jearmt of
vea carly were Mongedians and Tibeuans. By the 15th centuary
AD, almost entire Asta had become Gamiliar with tea-drinking,
though the West was vt 1o learn of the beewe The credit foe
populartsing tea in Europe goes 1o the Dunch East Indsa
Companc which wrested the far east trade from the Poctugese
in the carly 17th century. Once tea caught the fancy of the
Eurepeans, there was a remarkable growth in its demand. By
the end of the 18th century. there were 30,000 wholesalers
and retallers of Chinese tea in England. By the carly years of
the 19th centurx, Bricatn was fully transformed into & 102
drinking mation comparable o China and Japan as far as

o
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FLOWERS

Sachin Kumar Borthakur

e Newth-East of India, which includes the states of Arumachal Pradesh, Asam,
Manipuar, Mcghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sthkim and Tripura, is one of the richest
rodons of blodiversity in India as well as in the woeld. About 73 per cont of the rogion
s covered with forests as agatnst national average of 195 per cont. With flocal and faunal
elements of different bio geographical zones this region is particularly rich in blological
species and genetic diversity with high condemésn, This regon is abso one of the 12 mogs
botspots identified in the world with reference to thaeats to blodiversicy
The rogion represents the transitional zoe between Indian, Indo-Malayun and Indo-
Chiese bio-geographic region as well s the mweting place of the Himalavan mountalns
with that of Peninsular Indsa, and thes act as a blo-goographic gateway: About 8,000 specices
of flowering plarts grow heve. This reglon &s considered 10 be a sanctuary of a pumber of
primnitive Bowering plants. Several groups of planes  such asorchids, thododendnons, ferms,
bamboos, zingibers and lichers demomstrate the diversity in this region. Of the 7,000
endomic species found In India, 3000 alone are avallable bere, Nomth-case India &
considered to be one of the centres of osigin of tioe and cltrus and secondary origin of matee.
About 17 species and 52 varicties with seven natural hybusds of citrus are avallable, and over

57




ASSAM iand and people

OIL, GAS
AND COAL

Bhupati Kumar Das

ssam Is a land of rich culvaral beritage, Mlessed with
A:.'-unahm natural resouroes and ravishing  matural
hoatry Assamn bs also 2 land of phenty—plenty of oll, gas
and coal. The enly need is 1o explore and explont. On 26 March
1867, Goodenough of Mechllop, the Stewant & Company
bored Asta's first successful mechanically deilled o well in the
dense pnghes of Makum in upgper Assam. This was barely cighs
vears afier Colonel Edwin L Drake deilied the workd's fine ofl
well at Tausville, Pennsybvanda, in the USA. Assam was only a
few years bebind the best of the woeld az that tnse
The search Sor oll in the donse jungdes of Assam, full of
streams, was driven by sweat of bbour, indomdtable human
spleie and eternal opetmdsm. The hand-camed success was the
fralt of incabaustible pationce and porseverance, The
oxperience of the Slack beothers In 1892 would remain
unforgeuable. While  Slack, the serbor engineer of the Assam

w



ASSAM iand and people

FISHES

Subash Chandra Dey

g he State of Assan is gifled with many water bodies of different
catogories 1o maintain hee ichibyic treasisre. People of Assam are

4 fond of rice and Daly as their staple food
/ The water bodies of Assam contain both lentic and botic forms. Closed
onbow and tectonic Likes, meander seroll, loodplains, reservolns, swamps
it and manhes constitiste the lentic water bodies. The water bodies, barring
reservolrs, are bocally called beefs. Concomitant 1o bentic system, the Jotic
) aqua regime of Assam ks pelmartly formsed of the twin eiver systeens, the
i Brahmaputra and the Barak drainages. Besides, the cheophalic habitat
h also inchudes myriads of curls and oddies 1o rbadent glls. These aqua
‘D bodies of Assam are unique both in magnstisde and in meristic danensson,

> which supgort the kbithyic blodiversiey of the State

"
m
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ANTHROPOLOGICAL
IDENTITY

Bhuban Mohan Das

ssam s the homeland of a lange number of populations of various cthnic
alllutions having disparate socio-cultural herltages and speaking
fifforert Lnguages. They entered Assam through different routes froen

85
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THE
SCHEDULED
TRIBES

Tabu Ram Taid

castern Furasta from where they kept migrating o
differont parts of Aska, some beanches moving southward
10 the Tibetan plateaw and ooand to the Himalayan reglons, ether
branc bes taking an castiemn route. Migration wise, the Scheduled
Tribes of Assaums nsay be divided 1020 two beoad grougn: the tribes of
the noeth, who entered Assam from Tibet and other places to the
north of Assam, following the courses of the river Brahmuaputra
and s tribucaries, and the s of the cast, who emered the
north-cast of India, iIncluding Assun, from Myanmar
As many as twenty-five ethaic grougs of the Mongolaid stock
have been gven the status of Scheduled Tribes in Assam. The
Schedude Tribes (Plains), inhabiting both the Brahmagutra valley
and the Barak valley, are the Barmans, Bodos or Bodo Kacharts,
Doorss, Hojals, Sonowal Kacharts, Tiwas o Lalungs, Meches,
Miangs or Mirts, Rabhas, Dimasas or Dimasa Kacharts, Hajongs,
Siegphos, Khampess and Garos or Achiks. The Schedule Tribes
(Hlls), inhabizing Karbd Angdong and the North Cachar Hills, are
the Chakimas, Dimasa, Garos, Hagongs, Hmars, Khasis, Jalotias,
Shamtongs, Prars, Wars, Bhols, Lynggams, Kukis with 37 sub.
groups, Karbis, Nagas (any sub-group), Pawis, Lakhers, Maans
{Tad speaking), Mizos (ary subgroup), Synthengs and Tiwas. The
Mistngs, Bodos, Garos, Dimasa, Rabhas, Sonowals, Deorts,
Meches, Tiwas, Barmsans, Hojals and Hajongs enteved Assam froem

r I Yhe Mangodoid race ts xaéd to have had an original bearth in

9
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ASSAM
THROUGH
THE AGES

Priyam Goswami

ituased in the north-castern comner of India, Assam s the
melting pot of diverse races that migrated inco the region
over the centuries and made i their home. The synthesis
of ddferent cultures and idoas has shaped her polity. cconomy and
society over the years and it is this dstinctive fesure that has
contributed 1o the rich heritage of the reglon
The carliest roferences 10 the area roughly cormesponding 10
modern State of Asam are i the Makabbarata and the Puranas
and Tantric livorasuro, where it bs referred 1o as Praghvotsha and
Kamarupa. Pragivotisha liserally means “the land of the castorm
astrodogy” while begends in the Purasas assoctate Kamarupa with
the place of rebirth of Kamdeva, the Indian Cupld, afier be had
boeen burmt 1o ashes by enraged Siva. The eardy rulers of Assam
named thete capital Pragiyotshper
Préor to the 4th cemury AD, accounts of the rulors of Kanarup
are legendary innature. Accoeding to the local legends, the carliest
ruler is Mahiranga Danav who ruled from his capieal ar Matrang
Parbar, which has been Mentified as the area In the
hbourhood of Beltola in modern Guwahatd. Ik is said that he
was succcoded by Matakasur, Samburasur, Ramnasue and

103
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DEMOGRAPHY

Sandhya Goswami

coography s quanixative study of human populations and changes in them that

vesult from births, deaths and migratons. Human population holds the pivocal

position in the secio-economic and political structuare of a society. The signtlicance
of demographic changes bes in ks impuct on the administrative and policical ssructure of
the system.

By vircue of §ts googra phical location in the north-east Corme e Assim occugios 3 stralegic
position in the political map of India. To the north of it be Bhatan and Arunachal Pradesh,
and to the south Nagaland, Mandpue, Muzoram and Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh lies to lts
cast,  and it s surronnded by West Bergal, Tripara and Basgladesh i the west. With an
arca of 78,523 sq kan, Assam contains 2,39 per cont of the total aroa of the country. Asam
has two distinct natural reglons: the Brahmapuera valley and a pant of the Surama valley,
and the hilly regons of the porth, cast, souh and the contre. Having undergone several
changes since Independence, today’s Assum consists of the Brahmaputra vallex. the Barak
valley and the hill disiricts of Karby Anglong and the North Cachar Hills

n
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SCIENTIFIC
HERITAGE

Sivanath Barman

or pee-British Period, the British Period and the post- Independence Period. Compared
o the first two periods, the third period is 4 shoet o, rather (0o shoet o call the
science of that porsod a herdtage
The econonsic condition in medicval sockety was considerably underdeveloped. The village
comanunites wore more of less satic with bide social intercourse with one ancther. Whero
necessities arv fow, the develogunent of science is bound 10 be dow. Naturallc anclent Assam
made Buile headway in science. Superstitious beliefs were nife in medieval Assam.  However,
the  pre-Brivish Assan was not  teeally devodd of any sclensific sctivity. [ s troe that scionce as

I I e history of schence in Assam may be divided im0 three benad periods (he modieval

"ne
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ARCHITECTURE OF
HISTORICAL ASSAM

Pradip Sarma

BHZTh

2
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e histoey of archivecture begans from natural caves. When man gove up his nomadic habit and

sturved settling in places of comvenience, they startod anificial dwoellings usdng Smpermanest

materials found easily in Nature. This applies o Assam as well. Assam is 2 rugged country criss.
cronsed by hills and Buered with naural caves. The rock sheliers of Hatistls, located In Guwahal,
Suryapahar in Goalpara. Bhagivarguhar at Denkamokam in Karti Anglong. Lobarghat in Kamarup,
Chapanala in Nagaon, Madhavpahar n Kamrup, Tokreswart in Coalpara, cic. seem 1o be the sheliers of
e from peindtive Umes, and scene of them are still used 10 cnshirine deflerent deltles.

The carbicst mention of the existence of caves in Assam s found in the Remagana, the great epéc,
where the city of Pragiyottsh Is sald to have had large and beautiful caves. The castern slope of Nilachal
aliss Karsakhya bl (s the heart of Guwahatl contains an carly evidence of a cave from historical porsed of
Assam. An undated epigraph, written  on a natural rock using the Brahenl script and the Sanskrit
hinguage, mentsons establishment of a cave (known as Umachal cave) semple by a king named
meakarajodiiraje Surendra Barman for a deity, Balabhadraswaml. B was determined paloographically 1o
be ol the Sth century AD. The site at peesent contains two paralle] rocks, with vertical inner faces, standing
over a monodithse Noor apparently of another rock with s body buried under the carth. A cave of the same
A% ¥ 3 peniod in a Bving rock Is foond in Mahamavapahar in the Jamnuna basin of the district of Karbi Anglong in

. e "‘-\;Ss’§’ = Assam. The cave s of low dopth and is carved with a doorframe as its entrance. Small caves excavased in
SN —— e the verteal surfaces of preciplitous rocks acing the Brahmaputra are seen at Pancharaina and Jogighopa
in the disrict of Goalpara. A few of themm are seon with sévalfages hown out inséde the cave. A series ol big

o
/)
V=

EAL
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Monoranjan Dutta

~i~‘ ssam occuples an bmportant place in the history of art in India, There is

| no¢ Apression of ancient art L seone of LOITacolla In Assam prsor to the
L ASth contury AD. There might have been sculptures in Assamn In
perishable materials like wood prior 10 s vibeant expeession in stone. This
radithon & continuing & the safrg Iestitutions and among the ribal
Communsties.

The Indus valley expeession of ant in lmestone, serracota and bronze
pemained an isolatod Gact UMl the boglnnieg of the 20th concury. The Indus valley
discoveries proved the comanon inbertance of the anclent East. The early Vedic
Aryans, the ancestors of the Indus people, lived a pastoral e with concepeual
pods imagined 0 hvmnes, and they keft po images. The cult of phallus and
mather goddess, which appears to be of Dranidian in origin, gave a stupendous
Irmpeties 00 the growth of Indian art. The knowlodge of metal in the later Vedic
age and the establishenent of guilds led 1o the formation of eegantzod socictios
and development of craftasanship and an. The emergence of powerful
kingship and surplus cconomic peoduction, nvigorated by the e of
monotheistic movements under Salvism, Valshoavism, Buddhism and Jainian,
is actribuned to the tmportant feature of image worship and creation of an pleces
froms oea to religious beliefs connected with the mrvths of various commsundtios
The hissory of Indian art & a part of the history of Indlan religions with

traditional continuity and creative transformation

139
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ART OF PAINTING

Naren Kalita

AARTRATE, # ol W FRTNIZANIEHINCRREAES | Tty |

1 AT

=

0 Assam (he an of painung developed around the culture of manusceipt leminacion in

line and colour. The Bhakii movensent, started in medieval Assam by mabapwrush

(saing) Srimanta Sankardey (AD 1449 1568), ushered In a distinct phase of art and
lteratare, The culture of copying manuscripes flourished in response 1o the necessicy of the
movernent. The movernent significantly recognized worshigping of sacred scriptares instead
of any formal idol. Another important aspect of the moversent is the cegantzation of religious
peaver in the comaunity peayer-hall called the maamgbar The devotees offer thelr peayers o
(he sacroed scriptunes enshirined at the altar of the naamghar. The practice of worshipping
formal idols ts also followed by people. Almest every household n Assam maincasns a fumily
mamdir (2 Hindu chapel), in which cither the holy book i ersheined or idols are placed for
daily worshidp. Prior 1o the advent of the print media, the holy book was in the form of
manuscripn writsen on barks of sand tree or rulapat, which is pressed cotson, prepared by the
Lhanikars (raditional craftsmen) oe by the person hinself who owned 3. A karge nusnber of
ol munuscripts are avatlable with many famébies for rocovery and rescarch in spite of the
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MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

Dilip Ranjan Barthakur

usic, an nseparable part of any culure, has abways played a key
1\/ rode in bunsan socsety Different cultural cralts, characteristics of
i differont othnic groups, are lexuricably linked with the
compostte culture of Assam. Different religlous comenunities have also
Inmsensedy conurdbuted 1o the cultural heritage of the Assamese sockety.
Music, as a whole, Is a combination of vocal, mstrumental music and
dance. Musical Instruments are ntegrated in vocal and dance
performances. Musical (nstrements wsed in Assam vasy from place 10 place
and from tribe to tribe. However, the spread of population has incvitably led
o minghng of music and musical struments. The stroctare of the
rousscal Instrumments is determined by the eovironment and ecodogy of the
rogon. The nlloaence of Mongolold traits is very prominent in the culiaral
developenent of Assam. The Mongolodd civilization s marked by exsensive
wse of Bursboo, which i the ran material for making of a sumber of nvusical
fnstrunsents tike gaganae, taka and dhwpohumga, ctc. Sumilarky, many other
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TRADITION
OF UTENSILS

Birinchi Kumar Medhi

s possitde 10 trace the evolution of a particular culture. Recepeacles are
generally made frommn Bamboo culim, botthe gourd shell, busnt clay, ete. Ulersis
are usally prepared from different metals like roop (sihver), pital (beass, an alloy  of
copper and zine), kaah (bell metal, an alloy of tn and copper), o, However, utensils
made of beass and bell metal are traditsonally very comemon throughout the woeld. The
classification ol recepeacies and usensdls ts related to culiural cognitien, specilic to place
and dme. Under the smpact of cultueal and cconomic ransformation, tradicional
wiensdls are being gradually replaced by modern culinary sets, mose noticoably in the
urban amilies. Even then a juxtaposition of the past and the present exists in Assam a
the wider cultural bevel, which includes bodh material and non-material aspects. The
wiensdhs of a geographical location constitute an important maserial  exprossdon  of a
culture. Utensdls, when personalized, assume an animate dimension.
Before the introduction of the beass or bell netal in Assam, the mostly used cubnary
appliances were pottery oither hand-made or wheel-made, Materials Ble gourd rind and

l " tensdls and roceptacles are indispensable parts of any culture, theough which &
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PERSONAL
ORNAMENTS

Pranay Jyoti Deka

he personal omamonts which beloag to historical persed from the Sth-6h contury AD 1o
shout 1950 are included here. No peoven stone statue depicuing personal omaments carlier
than the Seh-6th certury AD is found in Assam, Again, afier 1950 ready-made jowcllery and
ormansents began to pour into Assam from dfTerent parts of India, mainly from Boongal and Rajasthan,
Alarge ber of gold: hes began grate 1o Assam in the late 15th contury towands  the fagend
of Ahom rule. Migration lncecased with the advent of Brigish rule and continoed unabaied afler
diviston of India in 1947, There are only a fow centres where indigenous Assamese jewellers and the
suthentic designs of Assanaese jewellory ane thatving now
The purposes behind pusting on persoaad omaments are adomment, Insignds, mage value,
astrological, therapeutic and Anancial security. However. the enhancemont of wearers' personal
beanty played 2 small part in evelution of Assamese personal omarsents. The omaments have had
muluiple purposcs and utilitkes in Assamese culture
Before the advent of minror, primitive people must have Jooked at thelr images reflected n saill
water and were not happy with what they saw. Az first they plastered thedr bodies with mukt-coloueed
mud, ochiee, chalk and charcoal duss. Andmal D4 was the meditem of mixing. Al the nexs stage, flower
vines and colourful leaves were worn. At the stage that Sollowed, melbasc shells, antmal teeth, nails
and bones were strung into garland and ween on the neck and head. The next sage saw punciuring of
hunsan body to facilieate sssponsion of omaments, Ornamonts wore Bt suspended froen the nose
and carx: the lips were also not spared by some tribes. Finally, bunsan civilszacion learned 1o make
hedes in the beads 1o sering them into garlands or to manufactuee metallic holder for gemseones and
alfix themn to metaliic strings. Gold, which was discovered carlier than fron, Lscinated pooplo because
of es beight unfading colour. mallcabiliex. ductility and rarity. It was valued above silver even in pee-
hastorical period. Pure metallic adomments made of platinam, gold, sihver, copper and beass are
valued in desconding oodor. People Eving in the Brahmaputra valley wore no exception. There wore
olten cases when carlobes got Loem bocause of welght and oversize of the car ormaments.
Tendgnida are abjects for omward desnonstracion of Bierarchical position of the bearer in the sockety.
Befoce AD 1826 mo ondinary citteon, male or femade, was allowed 10 put on gold or silver
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Rajen Chakravarty

exceptional fibee due to its natural sheen, colour-absorbing propertics, light

wolght and steengih, A vardety of peoducts—{rom the Assamese traditional
dresses ke the mokhela, sadar and riba for wonsen and the seleng and erf sadar for
men o modern fashion appared, furmishings, upholsiery, carpets, rogs, etc.—ane made
froan (s magmificont Bhee, Sik has emenged as a sophisticated, havarious and senseal
Gabeic in the comtemporary realm of fasbdon desdgring. This Eabulous fibee &s derived
from a nuenber of Insect species known as the silkwornes. Assam has the unigue
distinction of producing all four conamercial variethos of dik. These are suga sk, ert
silk. mulberry silk and rasar silk, which are produced by the insects known by their
botanical names Antheraca asamensts, Semia ricint, Bombyx mort and Antheraca
mylitte rospoctively, The muga silk, which s usique 1o Assam, s of exquisito beawty
because of iis golden bue, and it s justillably described as the ‘golden silk.” The
grographic location and the dlimate of Assam resulted in the creation of the unique
ecological niches for these rare and interosting spocies ol silk-produscing insects, Crucial
10 the sunvival and flourishiing of these Insects are the specific plants that naturally grow
In abundance in the State providing food and shelier 1o these sensiive stlkworms.

S Hk is ooe of the classes of natural fibres discovered by anclent man. Silk is an
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FOOD HABITS

Sunil Kumar Saikia

cuisine is a blond of vegetarian and non-vegetanian food Htems, Assam, popularly
~ known as the kand of red river and blue hillls, Is the gateway (o the nerth-castomn part
of India. Assam airacts tourtsts to lts exceptional lolty green hills, lash groen foreses,
Boundiess rolling plaies and a wide varicty of wikiife including  the one-bhomed rhinos, tea
gardens, undque culkural matrix of colourfil people and customs. Assam has been the
mecting ground of dhverse cthnic groups and cultural streams since ancient Lmes.
Throughout history, people of different stocks have magrated into this Land and menged inte a
common harmordous whole tn a process of asamilation and fraterntzation, not to be seen
much clsewhere in India
Assaamoese food  habits  mply  the food Rems consumed by the majority people of
Assam. Because of the geographical characteristios of the arca in the beoader sense, both the
tribal and the non - eribal peopde use particular food Stems as thelr principal food for lunch and
dinmer. Rice is staple food of all the comenunities. They generally prefer indigenous or local
varicties of nice ke baki, sall, swwagmont, aijpmg, joha, bao, all being Assansese names, and
ether varicties. Joha, a pricey scented rice, is used in religlous and soclal functions. Joka has
varketios like keteks joka Bola joba, Axnkoni joha, mamiki-madburd joba, etc. A half-bolled
varkety of rice, known as wba or ukbmwa, is also popular. It #s further botled a1 the time of
preparation of meals. Rice b taken with vegerartan and noowegetarian dishes made froem
different itens.

} Y very state of India has differem food hablis and style of cooking. Indiun traditional
4

203




ASSAM iand and people

ASSAMESE
LANGUAGE

Bisweswar Hazarika

& XY

Assammcse kinguage i spoken In (he Brahmapusra valley and in the districts of Cachar
and Hallakandi of the Barak valley of Assam. Outssde Assam, It is also spoken as Nagamese
1 Nagaland and as Arunachalese in A hal

During the Burmese invastons (AD 1810-26), a ke nuenber of people left the Brahmaputra
valley 10 sestle in the Barak valley, and their descendants now speak Assamese. The Dewans or the
Koches speak 2 form of Assamcse known as the Dewan language, Chilaral Dewan, younger beother
of King Naranarayan (AD 1530-87) invaded the Kachari kingdom, which comprised of the districts
of Cachar, Hatlikandi and the Noeth Cachar Hills of Assam, and he subjugated #t during AD
1562-68, Chilarai pliced his younger trocher on the throne and went foe the imvasion of Gaue. The
soldiers of Chillarad and the rulors of his line called themsobves Devwan, and thelr Bingisage &s now
known as the Dewan or the Dhowan language. It & a dialect of Asamese. Mosvover, the
Bsbhnupustya | of the Many living 11 the dmiricts of Cachar and Hatlhandy, s

a Aby the A 1 :

Assam was known as Praghyotish in the cpios. Its northern border toached the Kirat country
formed by Nepal and China. Bhagadaia’s anoy enlisied the snhablaants of the scashore, The
souribern border of Pragyotish must have tonched the sea. The castern boeder was contiguons to
south-west of China. The western border extended 10 the river Kausik, now known as the Kost. The
Arvandzation of Pragivouish took place in the Sirst half or the second halfl of the fiest millonedum BC

In all the copprer-plate ¥ 4 by the B the Sal bha and the Fal dhsasey kings
of Assam, covering the period from AD 355 10 1138, Narak has been (mvartably claimed as thetr
ancestoe

Acconting 50 the Kalika Purama, Narak is the adopted son of Janak, the king of Videh. The last
kirg of Videh is Karat Janak (740-725 BC), the foster father of Narak. Narak killed Ghatak, the
ruling king of Pragyotish and estabiishod a new kingdom bl Videh, He drove the Kirats ous from the
arca beginning with the temple of Dikkaravasinee. now in the Paya town of the Lokt district of
Arunachal Pradesh, 10 the miver Karatoya, and in the vacated land setiled a lage number of
Beahenins woll-versed in Vedic-lore. From the spoken linguage of the Brahmins and other Arvans
settlod by Narak with them, the Prakeis kinguage developed during the Tth-1st century BC known as
Pragiyoussh Praknit. As the king and his officials were Aryan hinguage spealdng, the Austrics, the
Dravidiars and the dilferent tries of the Sino-Tibetan peogde adopecd Prakit as thedr U franca.
Pragiyotish changed its name to Kamrup  beginning from the Chaistlan ora. Pragiyotish Prakrit
developed into Kamewpi Prakris and ft was spoken from the It 1o the 5th century AD, Kamrugé
Apablirangsa developed out of Kansrupl Prakeis which was a spoken Lingaage (8] the 10th conture
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Birendranath Datta

he dhversity of groups and subgroups of various

extractions and aflllutions inhabiting the different

arcas in the hills and plains of Assam constiues an
almost inexhaustible source of maderial for the folkdorists. The
bulk of the indigenoas populatson of Assam Is made up of
Assamese Hindus among whom the Indo-Mongolodd or Kirat
clemonts are dockdedly strong. In terms of both rackal and
culiural tradis. Various tribal communities, mostly of Indo-
Mongolold Tibeto-Burman alliaion, in ddferent stages of
acculturation, insegration and assimilation with the Assamese
Hindu fold bve in the hills and plains of the State. The more
prominent communites are the Bodos, Rabbas, Misings,
Tiwas, Sooowals and Deurts in the plains, and Karbés and
Demasas in the hills. While Salvisim and Sakiisan, including
Tantrisen had strong coots in the past, the influcnce of peo-
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FESTIVALS

Nabin Chandra Sarma

Vestivals are the external expeessions of soctal behaviour and the
1* symbolic  representations of situations, Modern  festivals
emanased from the beliefs and magcal rissals of the anclont
comanumity. Magical ritwals were performed to make the days grow longer,
80 expel severe cold, o appease dedties of the Belds, sky and water, w0
satisly the rain-god or to appease the deadiy dedties of diseases, to please
the malevolent dead and to appease thve villlige ghosts as well. Rituals
were solematzed even o proenote fertility. Many primithe mies weee
associatod with mowming and penance, performed generally “ofien when
the moon was full’. Dancing was an essentlal component of a ritaal,
Believed 1o be an enactment of a mvih
Festivals form an essential aspect of a culoure. The risuals or festivals
mitally were exclusively religious. The scope of festval has been
extended in modern tnses, 10 a number of socular comenemorstions,
mcluding ccdebration of Independence Day and specilic forms of
entertainment such as drama, dancing and music. In general the
festivals can be cassified as seasonal or agricukural, calendar-ociented,
sacramental and of Uméted participatory type. The scasonal festivals are
the products of mun's destre w0 escape from monotenous work
oocastorally and 1o Bve s & Jovous centrorsnent temporarily. The festivals
of both the trital and the noo-trital communites are traditional,
chanacterized by popularity and universality  Acculwuration and
assimilation of the tridals and the non-tritals over the ages are the
hallmark of the undque composite culture of Asam. The Assamese
society emerged as a result of the fiston of the Aryans and the non
Aryans
The biku festivals, cokebrated in Assam by both tribal and non-tribal
comenunities, are basically seasonal and agriculiural. Biks s a unique
example of 2 festival of acculturation. 1t signifies the beautiful swmthesss
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SRIMANTA
SANKARDEV

Pradip Jyoti Mahanta

e bhaktl movement swept medieval india, from the south to the north, from the wost 1o the
farthest cast. Sankardey (1449 1 568) was the moendng star heralding a new dawn in assam
during the 15th and the 16th century with the message of bhaki, the unalloved and
unmotivased bove and devotion o the loed. The soors, preachers, philosophers and reformers of the
pan-indian bhaktl movement beought about a surge of a Bheral husnanistie doctrine giving right and
Berty 10 all iIndividuals, Froen the fanhest poeth-castom coener of this subconiinent, sankandey
emerged as a versatile guru and took the message of bhakil as the abéding ideal of love and as an
nstrument of sectal change. He had the rare distinetion of beirsging aboust a great social and culiurad
resurgence unprecedented in the iistory of sssaum. The poet and composer par excellence, sankandey
integrated both plastic and performing arts in pursuit of bhaksi or religion and the bhakti movement
found expression with diverse antisiic forms Mle poetry, drans, musse, dance, painung, sculpoure,
architecture and oven village cralts
The blukt hered n assam and cul d in her cubtural resurgence.
llwnlh'hkuulpt“mduvolumrdadm-hthhcbhdumﬂmm changed the course of
hNuy 0 assam and kfl an all porvasive Influence bn the emengent matian. The oventll e of
rd I force for the assamese nattonality for centuries.
nrprqruhlrolhlnhdwmdn s not recorded. The senth day of the waxieg moon in the
bunar moeth of asstae (Septesnber-October) is gonerally held in esteom. Sankandev was borm 1o the
family of the Barbhwuyans, the feudal lords, and the family was known as the stromant, meaning the
chiefiain. He was borm 10 mother Satyasandha and father K bar Bheyan in Alipukhurt neas
Boedowa, alwo called Batadrava. As genorally belioved, Sankardey became an orphan at a vory carly
age, and he was Jeft 1o the loving care of his grandmother Khersuth, the wile of Suryabar. The playful
boy with an excellent phsique was admitved 10 4 tol (teaditsonal school) by his grandmother under
the tutelage of scholir Mahendra Kandali at the age of twedve. The frolicsome boy showed his
academic acumoen and y when he posed a poem alter learning just the
consonanis. The poemn was an adoration of Harl, the suprerse delty
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SATRA
INSTITUTIONS

Dambarudhar Nath

4 I \be satrar 1% a unique socke-religous and cultural Institution of Assam. Oviginated in thwe
meedieval times, during the neo-Vasdhrava movement of the 1 6th cencury, the salre isa
continum of what may be called & heritage Institution of the State. Theer ate around

eight hundred salres in Assamn. They are scattered all over the plain districts of Assam, The

Idea of a safra as a Mnd of religgous asvium and a contre of religgous acehvitios was  firmt

conceved by Sankasdey (1449-1568), the great secio-religous reformer of the 15th-16¢h

contury Assam. Sankardey developed the idea of having an Instisutional strectuee for the

T that enéghlers
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ASSAMESE
LITERATURE

Upendra Nath Sarma

13th contury AD, Ji can baast of a rich body of oral and folk lierature, Assam is

b in ballads also, Assamese I A and

ko a large body of proverblal keev. The sayings of dak enshaine uaditional lore about

ihe agricultural processes, seasoss, household acthvitios and so on, The charyepedas

containing the csoteric wisdom of the Buddbist siddbas are often clted as examples of
proso-Assamese literature.

Durkvnarayan, King of Kamata, then comprising of the districts of Kamrup,
Goalpara, Rangpur and Coochbehar, was a patron of the poets and scholars. Harbar
Bipra, a court-poet, wiote assamedk parba and two reputed epics babrubahanar
Juddha and leva-Ruskar juddha. Babrubahesar juddba is abowt the war besweon
Babeubahan, King of Mandpur and his father Agun  over a sacrificial horse. The
father and the son could net recognize each other and Babrubahan killed Asjn,
Krishina appoared en the scene and rostored him to Bfe, Haribar Bigra onlivened the
work with dramatic situations and fine descriptive toaches. However, Lave-kushar
Judidha, also on a stenflar theme, s devold of poetic cenbellishments. The main source
of Bipra's work bs the A Maukabh, . Hem S a contemporary of
Haribar Bipra wrote prakled sarit taking the plot from the Bamama Purana.
Saraswatl's hara-gaurt sambad is a bigger work of 900 verses, the storses being culled
frotn the Puranas and folklote. Katiratng Sacsswatl and Rudra Kandall composed
respectively the joyodratk badh and satyaki provesh, with plots from the
Mababharata, under the patronsge of the kg of Kamata,

Thero was an enotmous growth of Rorature n the Nagion district during the
reign of King Mahamanikya. Madhab Kandal, the court-poet of Mahamanikya, the
greatest poet of the pee-Vasshnava period, transbated In 2 mastorly poctic way the
Ramayana of Valmiki, Kandali's ramayes s the oldest vernacular recension in
northemn India. Hindy, Bengalt and Orlya verstons came a century and a half laer
Sankardey, the greas Vasshnava poet. valued the work of Madbab Kandalt for his

3 wamese lierature in sts written form can be traced 10 the beginning of the
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! I \he Bodes belong 10 the Mongoloid fold
anthropologicallly and to the Sino Tibetan language
fanaily inguastically Acconding vo Edward Galt, “thelr

phvsical characteristics are a short hoad, 2 broad nose, a fla
and comparatively hairdess face, a shoet bue muscular Bgure
and & yellow skin. They have black bat plenuful hair on the
bead. However, they have very litthe hals on other parts of their
bodies.”

The original homsedand of this tribe is the north-westorn
China betwoon the Huang Ho and the Yang tsze- Kiang rivers.
The Bodos migrated to north-cast India around 2000 BC
They are now scattered throughout the porh-east regon.
They have their own language, culture and tradition. Oval
Bodo teranre is rich, though in the carly period they had no
writien literature

After the Yandabo Treaty in 1826, the Bagtist misslonarios
came 1o the north-east India 1o progugate Chasstlanicy They
leamnt the Bodo Linpuage 10 Bcilitate thelr working in the
arcas with substantial Bodo pogulation. Reverend Sidney
Endle wieee Outline grammar of Kachart (Bara) language,
the first book on Bodo gramenar in 1854 and The Kackaris, in
1811.] D Anderson, in the year 1885, complied and published
A collection of Kackari folk tales and rhymes. PHUNGI
HATHORKHI (Mosning Star) was the fist monthly Bodo
magazine brought oat by the Gaurang Mission in 1009 with
the obyective of propagating Chrsstaniry. The other story books
and booklets on Christlansty published & the Bodo Language
are Jishmwl maonat damgmal (Jesus's Works, 1938), gijami
huda (Role of Charch, 1939), gupam radaini bathra (The
tabes of old Toestament, 1930), Mbelnd solo (Talos of Bibde,
1982), pshukbristam muwdwind sofo (Tales of Jesus's Tears,
1944), umdut rugabygra Mjab (Prayers of Children, 1953),
wakkramgwi lama (Path of Heaven, 1954), bovsal rajebgra
bjab (Prayers of Bodos, 1954) and gudan radar (New
Testamoent, 1978)

These publications lrsplred the aspdring Bodo authoss 1o
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BODO
LITERATURE

Bhupen Narzaree

crcare Baeratuee in thetr own language. In the second decade
of the 20th contury, the Bodos of Dudhinot formacd an
association, the Habeaghat Bodo Sanmdlant, 10 dedicate
themselves 1o work for development Bodo Mierasure. bn 1915
Ganga Churan Kachard, 3 member of the association, wrote
borani phisa o agen (Bodo people and law). The first part of
1he book deals with the historical development of the Bodos,
and the second part describes thedr soclul customs. In 1018
the renowned social woeker Prosonna Kumar Boro Khakhlary
wrote hathow maw budkhague! gidu, the st book of poerms in
the Bodo hispage. The book consisted of peayver songs of
Batbou, Supreme God of the Bodos, and the songs sung at the
time of batsagu festval. Though this book may ke considened
as a colloction of aral Beeratuee, these 1wo books marked the
important beginning of Bodo iserature

In 1019 ihe Bodo students studying at Cotton College
formed the Boro Chatra Sanmdlanl for the unity and
developanent  of the Bodo students with Sobha Ram Brahma
s presidenn and Satish Chandra Basssmatary as secretary of
the association. Rupoath Brahma, Jav Chandra Brahma,
Mangal Chandra Brahma and Khogendra Nath Brahoa were
other leading members of the assoctation. It beought out the
ri-lingual magazioe BIBAR i 1920 in hand-wisien foomn in
purssance of a resolution adopied in the first conference of
ihe assoctacion hedd ar Kokraghar in the year of 2s formation.
The four issoes of 1924 and the same pumber of lssues of
1925 were published in prinsed form

This magazine encouraged a number of new authoes, and
the period from 1920 10 1952 was characterined as the BIBAR
Age. Rupnath Brabma and Maduram Brahma edited and
published the only ssue of another magazmne, JENTHORA in
1925,

In 1923 Rugnath Brahma and Madaram Beahma odited
and published 3 book tithed Rhonthat-methad. Most of the
poctns of the book were conposed by Rupnath Brahena and
Madaram Brahma. Kshitish Bhushan Brahma, Ray Kanca
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DANCES
OF ASSAM

Mallika Kandali

ssam, the kand of multi-ethnicity and scenic
A:vum. has a very vibram dance tradition both
1 the classscal and in the folk genee. Theee are
evidences of Assam's tradition In various Bterature,
architecture, sculpiures, paintings and other
historical references. Bharata's Natya Shastra of the
second contury BC montions four fold clissification
of pravriitis or Jocal divisions on the basss of
language, behaviour, costumes, way of life,
professions, cic. The divisions are dakshinarpa,
avanit, panchalmadkypama and odramagadht. The
Fast represents the castern reglon comgrising of Asga,
Banga, Kalinga, Odra, Magadha, Nepal, Pragiyotish,
Videh, etc. Assam was known as Praghyotssh In the
anciend times. The Last pracrieni bs suggestive of 2 rich
culbtural tradition of ancient Assam
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Pona Mahanta

The hastory of regular Assamese drama and theatre began with

Setmanta Sankardey (1

0 1568), who wiote and produaced plans

nearly Bve centuries ago when chissdcal Sanskris drama was at a
low ebb and when the great Shakespeare was not even borm. Sankandes
the founder of Vabshnavisen In Assam, lid emmphasis on shraran and
kirtan, that is Bstendng 1o the name and pralsing the one and only one
Supeemne Leoed by chamting Him agatn and again, two actvities which
could be performed even withowt the slightest acquuintance with the
alphabes of the lingaage i which the songs and psalms were composed
| an added advar
rd and seen. Sankardey gave importance to writing plays on

e as what was sald and done

As a visual an, deama b

could be b

popular sulgects and producing them in a way which he knew even the
unlettered Ladty would wnderstand and spprecise, In wridng and
performéng bis plivs, Sankasdev banked Ieavily on various existing formns
of folik deamatic activities along with some clemenes of classical Sanskrn
deama

The stx plays wrilten by Sanl

rukmvimi haran

ardev are palml pros

kaliya dawan, keligopal, partjat haran and ram-1ijay. These full fedged
playsof  Sankasdey, faber of the Assamese theatre, wore peoceded by a
dramatic performance called ciinajorra of which no manuscript exises
Cilmajatra was a theatrical presentation in signs or painting ol the seven
batkanthas, abode of Lord Vishnu, with accompaniment of songs, musi
and dance, Sankardey hinsself palnted the scones using colours proparcd
from Indigenous maverials, played the Rhol (the local druen), acted owt the
robe of the sutradhar whe is the interlocutor in the prelude wo the drama
and 10 each soone of the drama, The precedence given 1o songs, miusic
and dance made the lirst dramane presentation of Sankardey closer in

ey respects 1o folk dramastic mstistions than 1o & clasdcal Sanskay
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Altaf Mazid

oymotl, the B Assamese film, was made in 1935 by Jvatiprasad Agarwala, Assam

has so far produced 325-0dd Nlms. Most of the fillms are In Assamese, the State

languuge, and 13 flmos are 0 the three other indigenous Languages of the State,
namcly Boda, Kartd and Mising. Starting with a couple of films a year, Assim made 20
filmes in 2003, which ks the all-time record in the last seven decades.

From the caely years of the 1%h century the linerant showmen [rom Kolkata
organized Gl shows in Assamn. Indthally the shows wore mostly ergantzed in the tea
gardens of the Brivsh companies for the entertalnment of the labourers. The onwners’
policy was 10 woo the hibousers with Hinds filiess in 2 confined atmosphwee, The
practice can be thoaght to have a connection with emergence of the earliost Assansese
film producers having the background of tea plantation.  The showmen rooted the
seed of the medivm theough repeased Blm scroenings.

Cinemna is an indastrial activity invented in the West. Assam licked the indigenous
class 00 Inlsate the process of il making  Assam was parcly an agricultaral province
B0 the 15308, Life was austere—betle surphus and no famdne. The industrial chass was
yet toappear on the scene

The cinemas of Assam are the offshoots of development n other pares of the
country. bn goneral, they have adopeed the characteristics of Bengal cinoma for the
first few decades and then a mixture of Bengall, Tamil and Hindi cinemsa. The tend
has continued tlll now with a few excepions. Several worksol  endeavour indeed have
added & dilforent Bavosir and stasus to the cinems of Assam. The first Assansese Blm
was based on pationalistic intellectual fervour drawning on clements of Assamese
soclety

Jyouiprasad Agarwaks dreanmt of making 2 ilm in Assamoese when he was only 18
yours old. It eccurred to m after soeing aamdhane aalo (Light in the Dark), a Bengalt
Bl i Kollata. After 14 years, Jyoupeasad Agarwala made the talkie joymat! tn 1935
heralding the beginming of flm making in Assam. Assam did not have any histery of
sent fim. Ax the time of making of joymati, theoe were only two cinema halls in
Assam, one i Guwahat, and the other one st Shillong, Only the sthent [llms could be
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ASSAM iand and people

ASSAMESE
PRESS

Sunil Pawan Baruah

he Indsan Press is the by-product of Beitish rule in the sub-comtinent that

continued for about two hundred years. 73E BENGAL GAZETTE or CALCUTTA

ANVESTER, which was published on 20 Augusa 1750 by James Augistus
Hickex is conmddered (o be the first nowspaper 0 India. The American Bapeist
Mission published the flrst newspaper n the Suate as well as in the entire noeth-
castern region of the country 56 years after the pubilication of THE RENGAL GAZETTE
and 26 vears afiee the  imposizion of the East India Comgury’s rule. In January
1846 ot No0O! was pablished froms the Baptist Massdon press at Sivasagar of upper
Assam under the Jolnt effors of 0 T Cutter and Nathan Brown. It was a manchly
paper aimed at spreading the message of Chiristhandty among the indigenous people
of the Brahmaputra valley. In spite of ity relly h the paper adopied a
secular view 10 focus an the socio-economic problienrs of the reglon. ORUNOOO! was
recctved woll by the people, Inttiallx the writings of the paper were based oo the
spoken linguage of the people as the mbsionaries did not possess extensive
knowledge of the A ! . The paper played an tmportant role in the
fof jon of mod A I and J d the realm of the
Assamese mind. The paper rendered a great sevvice 1o the people of Assam for about
36 years by opening a window en the woeld
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LAKSHMINATH BEZBAROA

Ananda Bormudoi

akshminach Bezbaroa (1868-14938) is one of the most influencial writers of the list two
decados of the 19ch and the fiest theee decados of the 20eh century The Last decade of
e 1th century marked the beggnndng of romanticism in Assansese Hiecature, and
Bezbaroa was a leading Bgure of this development. His Hierary carcer spreads over half a
century, and the period is uasally referrod 1o as the age of Bezbaroa. Bwas the persod of bullding
the found of modem A k and k , and Bezh plaved a beading
mole in . He was a prolific writer, who tried his hand at different genres of lteratare. His
writings can be read as 4 serics of ro-discoveries. He was a writer with & mission, and with
reforming zeal he chose humeour and satire as a weapon to change the Assamese society. His
satire projects sdeals, morals, standards and acsthetic vabues before his readers. His humourous
pocces and satirical tempes exploted the comse potontial of the Assamose Lungauge,
Bezharoa was borm at a tinee when Assam was ravaged by the Burnsese invasdons and went
\s._ under Britsh rule in 1826, Assam lost her freedom, and the cconemy was shastered by
- Invasions and inner sarife, Dusing the casly part of Bricish rule, the Assanscse Lingaage was also
replaced by Bengalt in schools and courts of Assam. It was an important agenda of Bezbaroa 1o
crcase in the Assamese mind a sense of confidence of their culture and beritage
Bezbaroa was born and brought up & an emironment of Vasshrava culiare. Bezbaroa
carried forwand the legacy of the neo-Vatshnava spirit and was il in re ducing
Sankardey and Madhavdey 10 4 new generation of Assamese readers. He wrete srt sankarder
and st erf sankarder arw srt srt madbarder oo the lives and works of the two sainis of the
Brahmaputra eivilization. Bezbaroa brought out Sankardev and Madhavdey from the satra and
the maamgbar o modermn platforms for scholarly discussson of their works. Bezbaroa's
asnoblograply, mor fles sonmaran, not only peosents his e storx. 8 also sheds Bt oo the
contemporary socio-cultural scene of Asam. His sutoblography is a witness of his sharp
memorey. intellect, and like a spectater be bad the ablliey 10 distance hamsell frons bis own
emothons and leclings. The thougghes, ideas and attrudes of his own youth have boen suliected
10 severe criticism by Bezbaroa in his amtoblography. He wanted his countrymen to leamn from
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JYOTIPRASA

AGARWALA

Madan Sarma

Vot cvery Assamese the name Jvouprasad Agarwals congures up the inage of 2 truly
Y gentus and a revolutonary artiste whose signal achiovements in the Delds of
Beeraruee, st and culiure merscly eneiched the soctal and culiaral Be of Assam

He s known as ruphonser (prince of beauty) afler the wandoring ansse-boro of his
poetsc play mimatt kotsa, who made the beawtiful, stlent princess sing with him. However,
the epithet gamastlpl (the poople’s antiste) ts moee appeoprisic, as he idenufied himsel!
with the todling, sulfering massos through his acthvities and artistie creations. In one of his

immortal songs Jyouiprasad Agarwala says

O, my people

al the core of your heart

10 the depeh of your  meinmd

I. the artiste

Keep myself ensconced, wuseen

Jyvotsprasad was a muli-faceted personality. He was a revelutionary with a poctic
temperament and a troe humaniss whe belicved that “it bs transformation that makes the
world a beastiful place.” He was a highly croative composer, 3 consurmmate hrickst, an
sccomplished short story wrster, an astute playwright and director, a Bl maker, a
newspaper editor, and above all, a froedom fighter He was very mach aware of his

Benitations (nposed by colonialian on the natural sspdrations of the people, His thoughful
P prose writings recond his views on art and culture, oo the role of the artiste in ushering in
changes nto the lves of the ordinary people, and his viston of a future that is full, newer and

e-eneiching possibilitses
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BISHNUPRASAD RABHA

Pradip Acharya

hnuprasad Rabda (1000-60) was 2 complese man, a toeal Renaissance personality. He
had time for everythang and roomn for all haman concerns. He was always at one with
the dreanss and wishes of the people, and whatever he deale with and excelled in was
abways infused with his love for the people. Poet, deamatis, musscian and redoubtable actor,
Rabbua abways strove for undty and harmony with his entire The person, wh i
call the hard-camed patsonal froedoen false, was an underground party woeker for some time
with a price o his bead. But the gun-tocing rovolutionary was oot separate from the comenied
1. He dirow his from Solk realities and had gone on 1o enrkh our masic and
molutionize our stage. He talked to the people in thelr linpuge both bierally and
metaphorically, Rabia was 4 hage man but there was no intsmidation in his presence. This had
helped people accept him and belped him merge with them. He had begun by rallying the youth
behand him, and together and n unison, be sang and marched with the people.  Brilllant as he
was i his stiadios, It was mone as 3 sportsonn that be was more pogalar in his school and colloge
days. The element of protest in his make-ap was quite evident then ksell as was his capacity o
capture the essence of thiegs. The tnherent anarchy of free creation @ him and his will 10
‘beaunly’ everything was naturally sympathetic to the call of the anarchises, bat these lod 1o his
being harred ot of Kolkata, and his next sojourn was in Coochbehas. Here alo be had
participared actively in the movement against the Dewan and the Regene, He wrote a playful
vorse in racy colloguial Bongall and had the daring 1o hang it up oa the portals of the Rajsbart

rajye ache duiti patha,
ckti kado ekt sada,
rajyer jodt mongod chau,
duttt pathat bold dax

two pests infest the ealwr,
one while the other Mack
1f you want the land to thrive,
slaughter both while you strive
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BHUPEN
HAZARIKA

Mitra Phukan

here s uniquencss 1o the music of the valley of the Brahmaputra, of which Bhapen
Hazartka is the undispated bard. The unig comes from s Jocation, the
emvironment in totality. the cultural b and the k of jon. The
mclodies of the West and the  Fast mect and mingle In the soags of the valley. There Is a
spocial ndividisality about ales such 2« by or nésukan! geets or the great songs of the satra

d bargeets, which diately stamp them as being from this State. Bhapen
Hazardka's mclodic sensthility s frely rooted In this lind. He has showcased the
asconishing beauty of music of Assam belore the world. And whille dodng so, be has even
rovived certaln musical forms, beauty of which was wilking anay because of lack of
patronage. Bhupen Hazarika has gone 10 the arcas where the forms were practised by a few
and then brought them befoee the world agaln ghing a new lease of life,

Yet Hazarika, being a musscian of the world, has net confined his melodies to those of his
Lind only. As occaston and the krical content of the song have demanded, be has moved
effortessly 10 the tupes of raags such as snche amsar soto stabonar’, based on the raloy
season ‘raaga megh’ and of melodies that are mose recognizably sub-continental. Indeed,
the melodies based on the ok tumes of Assam that he has used in his Hindi soogs have

deased the b The {amous & pt lokageet, for example, ‘he mal joshowa he',
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GUWAHATI,
THE GATEWAY

Kumudeswar Hazarika

has a chequered history. Kameup, the former name of Assam

and Pragiyotish, finds mention in the two epies, the Romayana
and the Mahabh, Adikanda Ra has mentioned Amastral,
an Aryan king as the founder of Pragyotish. According to the
Ramayana, Pragyetishpur. the capiaal of Nasakasur, was situased a1 the
foot of the Barah mountains of the Barun regdon. However, there are
diverse views regarding the exact location of Pragiyocshpur. The name
meats & ‘land of castern astrology ' B was known as s conere of study and
rescarch of astrology. Accoeding 1o the Kalika Purama, Chitrachal (now
Navagrah Hill) was the abode of the nine grabas (planets)

The Chinese traveller Hiven Tang, who came during the reign of
Bhaskar Barman, gonve a beautsful account of Pragivotish in his
travedogue and described the place as a centre of an and cultare. The
stone engravings of the 11t cemtiry ncorded the Wordous days of
Pragiyotish as, "It Is adomed by bearned men. religious preachers and
pocts whe have made it thetr place just as the sky Is aderned by Mercury,
Jupiter and Venus.” The eogravings (AD 119771201 ) on the huge hanat
barast bowa mck at Noeth Guwahat! recorded that the scrong Turkish
army was defeated by the anmy of the Jocal King Pritu

4 I \hnmo((:u-uluu.hunma-l‘raau-mhwmnhrdn\duxv.
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ECONOMY:
AN OUTLINE

Atul Sarma

or kss comparable with that of all-lndia during
1951-79. Therealter, it lagged bebind the rest of the
country excopt for 199092 The Gross Sute Domestic
Product {GSDF) of Assam grow at the rate of 3.57 per cent and
3.52 per cont as against the Gross Domnestic Product (GDP)
gromth of 5.23 per cont and 5.86 per cont of all-India during
the periods from 1060-81 10 1993-04, and from 196G-54 10
2004-05 respectivedy
With high pogmilation growth, the gap In per capita income
between Assam and the rest of the cosntry widened sharply
with every passing year Assam's per capita income rose by 7.0
per cent as against 12.5 per cent of all India between | 71
and 1980-81. The differential gromth sharpened in
subsequent decades particullarly in the decade of economic
reforms. Betwoon 1963-99 and 200405, Assam’s per capita
Income grow a1 the rase of 16 per cont per annum as agalns
the national average per caplta incomse growth of 4.03 per
cent. In short, Assam was the fifth highest In terms of pee
Capita income among the magor stases of India and above the
natonal average by four per cent at the begmning of the

f | ‘he gromih performance of Assam cconomy was more
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ASSAM
SAHITYA SABHA

Paramananda Rajbongshi

he literary form of the Assatsese Lingaage found its ardgn (n the felkloce
rI and Gbles, mostly 0 oral form. The  first hook In the Assamese
language was prokled sarit by Hom Ssraswar, Madhav Kandali's
ramayan, and pasali Rabyas of the 15th contury theow Bght on the history of
Assamose Hicrmure of the carly middie period. Srimanca Sankardey, with his
vast knowlodge of Sanshrin, transbated epics into Asamese for propagatson of his
Bhaksi movenent. Sankardoy's Brerary activitios lald the foundation of the most
crvative chagier of the Assamese language. He enriched Assamese Bocrature
and cultare with his oststanding contribations in every arca. From the times of
Sankardey and  his disciples, Assansese lierature had to wait for a long period
tll the 1 7th contury when the Ahoms started the systematic wrizing of Mstory
An irsportant chapeer in the hissory of develogaent of the Asamoese linguage
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SRIMANTA
SANKARDEV
SANGHA

Bhabendra Nath Deka

stabdished In 1930 a1 a village named Palasant in the
district of Nagaon, the Srimanta Sankardev Sangha is
Lzatbon of Assam based on the sockal, cultural,
religious and spinicual seals of Srtmanta Sankardey, the great
Vaishinave saint and religious precegeor of the medieval age
Over the years it has grown into a vast onganization in the
north-cast India having several lakhs of #ts sangl (members) in
Assam and the other stases of Meghalava, Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland and West Bengal The caganization has contributed
significantly o religgous and spiritual regenerstion, soclal and
culiaral change and moeal and tntellectual growth, Above all,
it has crvated an envirenment of peace, unity, integrity and
amity amsong the lange followers bedonging 1o diverse ethaic
wroups, castes and croeds of Lhe entine north-oast India
The advent of Saint Sankardev (AD 1446°1568) In the
medicval Assam was a historie necessity. The persenality of
Sankardey emerged at 2 tme when the socio-political and
religious firmansent of Assam was in utter choas. Sankardey
showuldered the responsibility of redecming the sockety and
initised the neoVashnava movement in the nocth-cast
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ASSAM
SCIENCE SOCIETY

Kulendu Pathak

n 13 Rbruary 1953 the Gaubatl Science Society was formed with the asms of

“‘promoting the researches in different Belids and developing peoper scientific outhook

amongst people of Assam by spreading scientific knowlodge and techinique.’ The
Society broadened its visson and sphere of action by transformdng fsell 1o the Assum Science
Sockety on 19 November 1956 The alens and objoctives of the Sockety as enshirined 1o the
constitution sdopiod in 1968 are ‘Lo promote and adhvance the catse of scionce in both pare and
applied beanches, to promete education and rescarch in difforent branches of scionce. to
disseminate scientific knowledge by holding symposta, seminans and discusdons on ongnal
works and 10 populartze science by holding moctings and ongantzeng popullar talks and science
exhibicions.

The flrst mecting was aisended by the teachers of vanous science disciplines from Cotton
College and Gauhats University. bn the formative period Itsell the Sockety appealed 1o the
povernments in 1954 0 establish a full Scedged contral river rescarch instituse 1o collect
hydrological data, study courses of the rivers, device methods agalnst soll crosson, ctc. In the
same yoar the Society also suggested establishment of a scientific and industrial rescarch
stituse 10 stody the forest and méncral resources of the Stase. In 1956 the Sockety angued In
Lavour of an ol refinery n Assam. As Assam is abundantly rich in the natiral resources of waser,
forest, mineral and oll, these resalutions  speak of the fardghtedness and commitenent of the
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STUDENT

Shikhar Kumar Sarma

organization of Assam. Popularly known as AASU, the Undon
has a history of coneributing towards socko -cconcanic, culiural
and acsdemic developmsents of Assamn. AASU has eamned the
distinction as the most influential non-palitical ocgandzation of Assan
alter Independence of the country

Oviginating from different colloge entigies, the onganization ook
onganizational shape in the Late sixties. Since s formation, AASU has
contnucusly ionvolved itsedl basically to peotect the interests of Assum
on varous Issues. The democratic funcuoning of AASU & the
principal source of #ts organizational strength. It has always strived 10
mould public opnion and adopied noniolent methods in order 10
Ivenvene in the govornmental policies. The transgarency in the
decison making peocess has abo helped AASU 10 cam confldence of
the common man. The oegandzation has built up ks Image o reflect the
Bopes and aspirations of the people of Assam.

In the pre-Independence pertod, the students of Assam actively
participated in the Froedom Movement and responded to the Non
Cooperation call of the Congress. The scenario changed i the post-
Independence ora and the students folt the necossity of working
outside the arona of party politics. The students’ community had the
frst opportumnity 10 onganize agalest the government in 195657, The
Unéon Government decided to ostablinh an oll refinery in Bibar
Ignoring the claim of Assam which produced the oll 1o be processed in
the grogosed refinery. The Guwahatd Studenss’ O8 Relinery Action
Comumitioe was formed (o purticipate in the massive spaite of process
that was triggeeed by the decision of the Unlon governmnent. The
pevomiment finally withdeow the decision respocting the sentimeonts of

F ] The All Assam Stadents’ Union i the lupest studemts’

n



Contributors

Professor Md Taher obtained PhID degree from Auckland University for his research work,
compieted with a Cosmonwealth Scholasship. Professor Taher. who retired as Dean of the
Faculty of Scaence of Ganhatt Unsversaty, has authored several books and athases, Professor
Talwer has penined short stonies also

Professor Dulal Chandra Goswami was avwarded PhD degree by Johin Hopkins University,
and retired as Head of the Department of Emsronmental Science of Gauhatt University
With specializations in fluvial g phod
Professor Goswami worked as Sendor Research Fellow in NASA Project on Himalayan
Snonwmelt Modehing, and also served as Consultant for Workd Bank and Asian Development
Hank Projects related to the rver Brahumaputra

ony Al science and geo-informatics,

Hiranya Kumar Choudhury, AIFC, joined the Department of Forest, Government of Assam,
and has served In varous capacitses. Choudhury 5 Chagman of Wildlife Areas
Development aned Welfare Truss, Assam

Alak Kumar Buragohain was awarded PhiD by University of London, DIC by the Imperial
College of Sclence, Technology and Medicine, London for his Research in Molecular Blology
Buragohain was a faculty member in the Department of Botany, Gauhati University, before
joining Tezpur Unaversity as the founder Head of the Department of Molecular Biology and
Biotechnology in 1997

A prolific writer. Arup Kumar Dutta completed his Master’s degree in English from the
Unaversity of Delly and started his caver as a college teacher. A freelance journalist and
satincal calumnist, Dutta s known for his juvenile novels including The Kazirange Traul
and The Blind Witress. Dutta also served the Jawahatlal Nehru Indian Cultural Centre,
Indonesia, as its Director

Professor Sachin Kumar Borthakur, Phl), teaches in the Department of Botany, Gauhaty
Unaversity. Professor Borthakur also worked in Botanical Survey of India. Kolkata and
Navsonal Botanscal Research lnsutute, Lucknow. Prolessar Borthakur has authoned 1en
books inchedang Biodiverity of Narth-East India: Wealth or Resource? and Bamboos of
Narth- East India
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An electromics engineer, Bhupati Kumar Das duxd his MBA from Indsan Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad. and obtained his PhD degree for his thesss entithed “Impact of
Reforms on the Performance and Valuation of the Compantes Operating in the O Sector
in India’ from Gauhati University. Das, Managing Director of Numaligarh Refinery Limited,
has published his collections of poetns May 9 and Life and Beyond Life

Professor Subhas Chandra Dex Dsc from Calcutta University, retired as Head of the
Department of Zoology, Gauhatl University Professor Doy worked in the arcas of
omamental fish farming, trade and ecology, and fishory of the hill streams, rvers and
wethands. Professor Dey has published several books

Professor Bhuban Moban Das was awarded PhD and DS¢ degrees by Caleutta Universaty
After retiring as Head of the Department of Anthropology, Gauhati University, Professor
Das was Ementus Fellow of University Grants Commission. Professor Das suthored 12
books in English and 26 books in Assamese The articke in this book was Professor Das's last
contribution before his death

Tabu Ram Tad ebtained Master's degree from the Unaversaty of Delhi. Taid taught English
at Cotton College for more than a decade from where he moved to work as an educational
admamsarator under the Government of Assam. A wiiter in Assamose, English and Mising,
Taid has published several books mcluding A Dictionary of the Mixing Language

Professor Privam Goswami, PhD, Head of the Department of History in Gauhati University,
was selected by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations as Professor of Modern Indian
History on South Asian Affawrs at the Unaversity of West Indies, Tonadad. Professor
Goswarni, author and editor of several books. works in social and economic histoey ol
modern north-cast India, gender studies and the Indian Natenal Movement

Professor Sandhya Goswami is Head of the Department of Political Science, Gauhati
University. Ms Goswasl was awarded PhiD degree by Gauhatt University. Ms Goswami has

hored the book Langrage Politics in Assam, has co-authored of the book Novtk-East
India—Development, Communalivm and Insurgency




Swvanath Barman was awarded PhD degree for the thesis enutled The Ongn &
Development of Science in Pre- Independence India’ by Gauhatt Univensity. Barman, who
retired as a Jecturer in phasics in A V College, has authored several books in Assamese and
English inchuding Ax Unsung Cofossus: A Introduction to Life and Work of Sankaradera
and Tradition to Moderaity: Essays ou Assam

Pradip Chandra Sarma, PhDD, served the Directorate of Archeology, Assam as 2 conservation
officer. Sarma obtained doctorate degree for his thesis on “The Temple Architecture of
Assam’ from Gauhat Undversity Sarma has published books on archaeological heritage of

Naren Kalita was awarded Fhl) degree by Gauhan Usdversity for his thests entitled "Sava
Cult and Sana Literature of Assam,” Among the books authored and co-authered by him,
two are Descriptive catalogue of manuscripts and bardowar silpavasty (Obyects of At in
Bardowa)

Dilip Ranjan Barthakur was awarded PhD degree by Dibeugarh Unaversisy for the thesss on
“The Musical Instruments of Assam with a Statistical Note” A tablist, Barthakur has
authored several books including Tabla Vigyan and Khol Vigyan

Professor Binnchi Kumar Medht, PhD, s working in the Department of Anthropology
Gavhatt Universite  Professor Medhi has also contnbuted to Assamese literature as a
noveldist and a lyrcist

Professor Prasengvort Deka obtasned PhD degree in Geology from Lenkngrad Mining
Institute of former USSR, Professor Deka, who worked i Gauhati University, has
contributed three volumes of short story collections, five detectne novels, two
Assamese- English dictionaries, a biltngual {(Assamese and English) thesaurus and several
other books 1o Assamese lterature
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As Durector of Central Muga, Eni Research and Traming Institute, Central Silk Board,
Ministry of Textibes. Government of India. Rajen Chakravorty has experience in research
and development in the field of sertculture for the last 30 years.

Sunil Kumar Satkia obtatned PhD degree in Management from Gauhati University Saikia
has authored nine books on industrial development and management. health
management, travelogue, ete. Saikia is Head, Centie for Enterprise Development and
Management in the ldian Instituse of Entrepreneusship

Bisweswar Hazanka served as a locturer in the Department of Assamese, B Barooah
College. His lterary works include Avsamese Lavguage: Ongin and Development and
Chattanypa's Impact on the Vatsnarian of Assam

Professor Birendranath Datta rotred as Head of the Department of Folklore Rescarch,
Gauhati University. Ho was awarded PhD degree for the thests entitled A Study of the Folk
Culture of the Goalpara District of Assam” by the Gauhati University.  Professor Datta
shouldered the resporisability of buikding the Department of Traditional Culiure & Ant
Forms of Tezpar Universite An artiste, Professor Datta has authored more than 20 books in
Assamese and English including Folk Tows of Assam and Histartography and Folklore

Professor Nabin Chandra Sarma was awarded PhD by Gauhatt University for his thests
entitled Ananta Kandali and his works: a critical study.” A recipdent of Emerntus Fellowship,
Professor Sarma has authored and edited more than sixty books in Assamese and English,
including Essays on the Folklore of nortk-castern India and Ritual Tales of Avsamese
Women

A Reader in the Depantment of Assamese, Gauhatl Universiex, Pradip Jyoti Mahanta
received his Phi) degree for the thests “The Role of Assam Vasshnavism in the muaking of
Assamese Life and Culture: A Study in an Enduring Traditgon.” Besides the two books on
Sankardey. Mahanta has suthord several other books



Professor Dambarisdhar Nath i holding the Sni Sy Aniruddhadev Chatr in Dibrugarh
University for his contribution in the studies of social and cultural lustory of Assam
Professor Nath has authored several books including The Kock Kingdow and The Opening
of the StilueN Road - Prospects and Problems

Upendra Nath Sarma, afier retiring from Cotton Colioge as Professor and Head of the
Department of English, jotned the Post-Graduste Department of Gauhati University A
lerary cnuic, Professor Sarmia s a prolific wiiter in Assamese and English.  Professor
Sarma has published eight books inclhuding the translations of Bertrand Russell’s Marriage
and Moraly and Rabindra Nath Tagore's Gitanjali into Assunese.

Bhwpen Narzaree, PhD, s Head of the Department of Boro in Gauhatl University. Narzaree
was awanded doctorate degree degree by Gauhats University for his thesis on the subject of
social customns of Boro people of the Brahmapatra valley. A writer in Boro and Assamese
languages. Narzaree has published ten books

Aldecturer of Politscal Science in R G Baruah College, Mallika Kandali recetved PhD degree
from Gauhat Unaversity for her thesis enutled The Satniva and Odisst Dances: A
Comparative Study.” A performer of satriga and Odissi dances, Kandall has authored two
books on satriye dance and culture

A farmer Professor and Head of the Department of English, Dibrugarh Unaversity, Pona
Mahanta, PhD, has authored and co-authored twelve books in English and Assamese
nchuding Western Influence on Modern Assamese Drama and Eliot in Assamese Literature
Professor Mahanta reviews dramas and theatres regularly

A entic-turned-film maker. Altal Mazsd has served as jury member of several international
film fesuvals. Mand won the Best Director prize for pxan (Life, 1998) in thw Seventh
Pyongvang Film Festival of NoneAligned & Developing Countries 2000, Mazul's
reconstructed version of the first Assamese film jogooli was screened ininternatsonal film
festivals
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A freelance writer and a columnist in the Assiarmese journals and newspapers. Sundl Pawan
Baruah recewved hus PhD deggoe in History from Gavhati University, and retired from
Barooah College as Head, Department of History. Baruah authored among others Press in
Assam and Origin and Development of French Revolution

Ananda Hormudot, PhD, s Head of the Department of English, Dibrugarh University
Bormudot bas published four books inclding sama) sabitye samelockana (Criticism of
Social Literature) and adhunikatar para uttar adhuntkatelor (From Modermism to Post.
modernism),

Professor Madan Sarma, PhD, a critic and a writer, Is Head of the Department of English
and Forewgn Langiages. Tezpur University Professor Sarma has published over two
hundred shoet stories and several collections of critical essays

Pradip Acharya retived as Head of the Department of English, Cotton College. Acharya’s
translations have appeared a1 home and abroad including Poetry (Chicago) and Verse
(Oxford ). Acharya is involved in muaking documentarnies on wildife and environment

A classical vocalist and a short story writer, Ms Mitra Phokan has authored several books
for children, Her first novel The Collector’s Wife was published by Penguin-Zuhaan

Kumudeswar Hazanka joined Sonaram Higher Secondary School as a teacher after
wradhusting from Cotton College, and served the same school s Principal. Hazarika has
authored the book Brief life-sketches of fourteen llustrious sows of Assam
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After serving the Indian Statsstical Institute, New Delhil, as Director, Professor Atul Sarmah,
PhD, became Vice-Chancellor of Rajiv Gandhi University of Arunachal Pradesh. Prolessor
Sarmah ix a member of both the Steering Commitiee for the Five Year Plan (2007-2012) for
the north-castern states of India and the 13h Finance Commissson of India

Paramananda Ragbongedu, PhD, 1s Head of the Department of Assamese in Pragvotish
College, Guwahati. Rajbonigadt has published five short stary collections and nine plays
including tejimala and farmud garakhia’s premgatha (Love songs of Farmud, the
Cowherd), Rybongshi has also authored books on Assamese literature and Folk Culture

Starting his carcer as lecturer in English, Bhabendra Nath Deka retired as Principal of
Rangia College. Assoctated with Srimanta Sankardey Sanghua since 1983, Deka has edited
Sangha’s monthly news magazine MANIKANCHAN for the last ten years.

Professor Kulendu Pathak, a wrster and science communicator. had PhD degree from
Birmingham University and worked in experimental high energy physscs in CERN. After
retiring from Cotton College ax Head of the Department of Physics, Pathak became Vice-
Chancellor of Dibrugarh University. Professor Pathak served the Assam Science Society as
ux Secretary before bocoming its President

A doctomate in Computer Networks, Stkhar Kumar Sarma, PhD, s the Reader of
Information Technology in the Department of Computer Science, Gauhatt Unsversaty
Earlier, Sarma served Indian Institute of Technologx, Guwahati, as Asststant Registrar
(Academic) and Rajiv Gandli Central University, anagar. as Reader and Head of the
Department of Computer Science and Engineering

Ms Wabeeda Rahmun, a graduate, is the first branded jewellery designer of the north-cast
region. Ms Rahman's designs are inspired by the cultural traits of dafferent tribes of the
region
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Editor

Basanta Deka bs a lecturer in the Department of Phiysics, Handigque Girls'
College. Deka has co-edited two science dictionanes in Assamese published by
the Assam Science Soctety Deka has authored elementary level books on the
quantum idea, spectal theory of relativity and elementary particles. Deka has
translated Albert Einstein and Leopold Infeld’s Ezolution of Physics into
Assamese

Assoclate Editor

After serving in the Department of Political Science of M N C Balika
Mahavidyalaya, Nalban, for a brsef pertod, Huesh Deka joined K C Das
Commerce College as Principal. Deka was awarded PhD degree by Gaubat
Universaty for his thests on All Asam Students” Unton and its Impact on the
Politics of Assam since 1979

Assistant Editor

Ms Archana Hora 1s a lecturer in the Department of English, K € Das
Commerce College. Ms Bora has been awarded MPhdl by Madurad Kamaray
University for her research on ‘Identity of the women in the novels of Shasht
Despande.”

Literary Editor

Bibluash Chandra Choudhury is Reader in English, Gauhat University. He is
the author of Exglish Soctal and Culture!l History: An Introductory Guide
and Glossary (Prentice-Hall India, 2005). He has also published widely in
various national and mtemational journals in both English and Assamoese

Literary Editor

Nirendra Nath Thakuria, a lecturer in the Department of English of
Pragivotish College, s the Associate Editor of YAATRA, a joumnal of Assamese
Iiterature and culture. Thakuria has transdated Samcer Tanti's Seven days

Maneranjan Dutta received PhlD fromn Gauhati University in the field of Ancient Indian History and Art. A

Joint Secretary i the Government of Assam, Dutta has authored several books including Sculpture of Assam

and assamer uttar-madhya jugar arthanoitik nttaran arn samantatantrik skhalan (Economic Upliftment
of Post-Middle Age Assam and Feudal Degradation)
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