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Ebditorial

K. C. Das Commerce College Literary Forum is
privileged to present herein, the third issue of
DRASTA—a multilingual journal, with utmost
sincerity a few petals of articles offered by the
students, teachers of the college and our esteemed
guests.

It is indeed an attempt at understanding and
disseminating the thoughts and emotions of those
whose creativity finds absolute expression through
the medium of wyiting in their own regional
languages. ;

Though this is our third issue but still it has been
a learning experience for all of us. K.C. Das
Commerce College Literary Forum is trying their
level best to bring out the literary creativity of the
writers. I on behalf of K. C. Das Commerce College
Literary Forum is highly indebted to all the
contributors of this journal, for contributing their
valuable writings in time and without whose co-
operation it would not have been possible for us to
publish this journal as promptly and elegantly.

Parthana Barua
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Peace is an atmosphere Generated by clean
thought that emerges from a pure heart.
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Harry potter and the reading public

# Bibhash Choudhury
Lecturer, Dept. of English
Gauhati University

‘Frenzy’ and ‘craze’ are two most commonly used words
in exegeses designed to explicate th? phenomenon called Harry
Potter. Though not wholly appropriate, tl:xey are suggestive of
the responses that J.K. Rov\..fling's _book Se-nes has .evoked (not to
speak of the other fascinating spin-offs like movies and video-
games). The fact that readcr.f; have shown an unprecedented
allure for Harry Potter remains a wc.m_derful e)famplc of the

o together of multiple cond1t10n§ which we now
¢ e Egnd inevitable and necessary. Primary among these
rec(:jgiﬁons are the commoditization of all things related to
;;)al:'ry Potter, the idea of the ‘wonder-read’ and the need-to-read

N Although the scale in which Harry Potter has been
syndro d is new to the realm of books, the gobbling up of
coxrl:;umf3I logical marvels such as computers, cell phones,
other. Fec mOt and cars (this is a random sampling) is widely
television S? 5 gmal in_most urban cultures of the world today.
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Peace is an atmosphere Generated by clean
thought that emerges from a pure heart.
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Harry potter and the reading public

4 Bibhash Choudhury
Lecturer, Dept. of English
Gauhati University

‘Frenzy’ and ‘craze’ are two most commonly used words
in exegeses designed to explicate the phenomenon called Harry
Potter. Though not wholly appropriate, they are suggestive of
the responses that J.K. Rowling's book series has evoked (not to
speak of the other fascinating spin-offs like movies and video-
games). The fact that readers have shown an unprecedented
allure for Harry Potter remains a wonderful example of the
coming together of multiple conditions which we now
recognize as inevitable and necessary. Primary among these
conditions are the commoditization of all things related to
Harry Potter, the idea of the ‘wonder-read’ and the need-to-read
syndrome. Although the scale in which Harry Potter has been
consumed is new to the realm of books, the gobbling up of
other technological marvels such as computers, cell phones,
television sets and cars (this is a random sampling) is widely
accepted as normal in most urban cultures of the world today.
If Harry Potter’s joining in the process is any surprise it is
because it represents a realm that has been challenged by the
upsurge of technology in the contemporary world, that of books
and the reading habit.

One of the casualties of technology has been the apparent
demise of the good old read, something that one mythically
kept by the bedside, which now is either part of old family lore
or associated with a slower pace of life. The faster urban
| demands are closely aligned to designer stuff like Dan Brown's
| The Da Vinci Code or ‘new age’ books like Robert M. Pirsig’s
Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance or even re-
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packaged classics like Parineeta or Devdas in translation
following sophisticated representations in films. While there
have been questions about the ‘back to books’ process being
facilitated by the Harry Potter series, there is no denying that
it is part of a cultural changeover where the consumption of
Rowling’s offerings is deemed important in societies that so
enthusiasticaliy respond to them. Contrary to common
perception, merit and consumption are not mutually exclusive
and to foist commoditization as one of the factors responsible
for the popularity of Harry Potter is not to challenge its
standing as literature. That is another issue better left for
another day.

The second characteristic of the phenomenon now
designated Pottermania is the idea that it is a ‘wonder-read.” A
wonder-read conceptually implies that it is not like any other
book but unique, because it possesses qualities not discernible
in others. Quite interestingly, there have been wonder-reads in
all ages, including stuff now considered stale or outdated. Take
the case of the Victorian underground journal The Pearl, which
was apparently not accessible to the mainstream reading public,
but thrived through clandestine reader support. For the reader
who surreptitiously laid hands on an issue of The Pearl, it was

-'a wonderful experience, enhanced by the fact that it was a
transgression that went against contemporary social norms. In
the case of Harry Potter, the constituent elements in the making
of the wonder-read are remarkably different, yet it is stamped
with the condition of uniqueness. How or where do you place
Harry Potter? It is not merely a children’s book and its adult
aficionados are growing with each volume. The success of
Harry Potter lies perhaps in the combination, something like
Getafix’s magic potion in the Asterix comics, a combination
that is a heady mix of marketing, hype-generation, gripping
storytelling, the reality of the unreal, and a plot organised with
clockwork precision. In other words, in spite of its obvious
unreality, the Harry Potter series can stake a claim to be
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labelled ‘perfect.’” If you are a diehard Potter fan you would
want no change, you would want it to be just as it is, for you
nothing else will do. This is the key to all experiences that are
situated by its advocates in the realm of the extraordinary,
whether spiritual or otherwise : it is wonderful. But then, to
every Shakespeare, there is a Marlowe and in the case of Harry
Potter too there are critics, critics hellbent on collapsing the
Potter mystique and this too is part of the whole phenomenon :
it may be a wonder-read for many, not for all. For the many
who brave the odds to be the first-to-read (in the house,
neighbourhood or other applicable scales) there are others who
scoff and don’t give a damn. There are some (now a dwindling
minority) who rubbish Harry Potter’s wonder-read status
because it does not sustain the essential elements of ‘high
culture.” For them Don Quixote or Crime and Punishment are
wonder-reads, not Harry Potter. This brings to focus another
aspect connected with the idea of the wonder-read : when and
why a book is considered unique is a matter of taste and
reception. ’

The third condition is the need-to-read syndrome. In a
book titled If on Winter’s Night a Traveller, Italo Calvino draws
up a list of categories of books : books we buy but never read,
books we flip through but don’t consider important, books we
read because they are thrust upon us (primers and textbooks),
books that we read for information (tourist guides and
encyclopedias), books we read to show-off, books we read for
pleasure or as pastime (thrillers}— the list goes on. And there's
the need-to-read category : the book you just can’t not read, the
must-read book. A Harry Potter fan will tell you just that—that
is a must-read book. In the context of Pottermania, not reading
Anna Karenina is ok, not being familiar with the magic of
Harry Potter is unthinkable. All said and done, however,
Rowling’s feat lies in her management of creative resources-
narrative, plot, suspense, a dose of the good/evil conflict,
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simple yet enticing language and the ability to hold the reader’s
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ATANU JAR XIMA

By : Bonti Senchowa
Translated by : Diba Borooah

Sinor Lecturer,
LCB College, Guwahati

Advancing in faltering steps on an uneven road one dust
swept evening. The greenery enveloped in an attire of dust,
trickled intermittently through the coloured window panes until
if faded into a cloud of vacuity.

The speechlessly clean luxurious car was reduced to dirty
scrawny stray dog. Relying entirely ori the demarcated zone
guided by the head lights, the journey continued unimpeded.

A journey to accede more space.

A calculated and methodical journey to triumph more
territory. How unknowingly these journeys have become an
essential part of our life's journey. Almost addictive. The
addiction of travelling. The cherished desire of the run. A
journey impelled by a fixed and steady objective after sheaving
and shelving meticulously the negative connotations from the
dictionary. The web of dreams spread he wings and took flight
darning above me in the pursuit of enlarging the margins. The
street lights wrestled frantically as in a tug of life and death to
release just a faint hint of light just commensurable to a firefly
as I landed at he gates of Mamidew.

Mamidew!

Wow! Isn't it my dear one?

Mamidew gave me a long warm hug.

Mamidew's familiar body odour magically lacerates my
adulthood and instantly transforms me into a juvenile girl.

* * * * *

How those years were beset by a host of teen problems.
The length of almost a fifty entwined coloured threads. An
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Really? Such overwhelming power! Absolutely powerful.
Trying to build up business in an influential territory. Silver
dream. Golden dreams. Successful entrepreneur. Ingenious
orator. Your sweet little child is no longer a sweet-child.

0, then how will I call you?

It is entirely your prerogative.

Milee, Maya or Mohini?

* * * * *

Any kind of enterprise that aspires to thrive must be
untethered to any emotional or spiritual moorings. A successful
enterprise can survive only in dream terrains. By constantly
enlarging the scope of domain. I am a free entity belonging to
none. None whatsoever does concern me.

Only up-line. I shall disclose to you the magical
incantations of feverish enterprise. I would like you to lend
your ears to the magical incantation with undiluted
concentration. Your blood circulation would spring into a
heightened rhythmic surge.

Most unflinchingly and lavishly disseminate that magical
incantation. The projectised development will inundate you
with streams of undulated ovation. Simply submit yourself to
the set of directives and lavish in your dreams. Indulge in the
luxury of big dreams Mamidew. Infinite dreams. Allow your
dreams to transport you beyond your capablllty your potential
and your qualification.

Alas! Dreams and me are diagonally divergent.

Not at all Mamidew. You instantly start cherishing your
dreams. I shall share the magical incantation for conjuring
dreams. How will you survive if your do not nurture any
dreams?

What incantation did you just allude to?

Of excitement, Mamidew! Excitement. Words will pursue
words. Entangled in the mesh.

I have set up shop. In a very methodical manner.

Supported by adequate data.
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A structured conviction invariably result in absolute
success. A drawing room filled up with enthused listeners. The
round of thunderous applause sends the speaker into feverish
excitement! An index of a golden harvest. A tree, that
proliferate into a number of branches and sub-branches
invariably annexes a greater stretch of domain. A silver
entrepreneur am I and shall be also a golden entrepreneur. We
shall navigate our boat towards the shores of the Golden Land.
A golden home shall me build.

Yea. Nobody talks below gold. Have heard that there is
also a white gold! Like a white elephant? A country moulded
from land, dreams spun from land and a million things emanate
from the land yet who bothers to talk of the land? The priceless
land has been rendered valueless.

Mamidew surreptitiously evades the reference. For
second time I initiated the journey of words. The story of my
journey to annex more space continued unabated.

Didn’t I espy a little apprehension on Mamidew’s visage?
Suspicious.

Tell me, when was I ever in penury? Even when |
rummaged around picking the odd, leftovers of the harvest. 1
Wwas never in poverty. Do you recall that evening on Kati Bihy
when I was about to leave for the paddy fields with the glowing
earthen lamps when I nearly bumped into your grandmother.
That was exactly the moment when I had struck an impression
on her mind. Apparently your grandmother could read glimpses
of the future queen in my emaciated looks. Do your silver
dreams convey the same message? Perhaps your grandmother
Was nurturing dreams of loading her granary with the
winnowed minuscule grain. The granary was already swollen
with the rich harvest. Just outside, within the vicinity, the pond
reverberated with the gay giggle of the multitudes of catfish.

Am I not reigning supreme over such a vast territory?
Mamidew lapsed into her own world.
This is Mamidew.
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Well in those days when two ladies gossiped it invariably
aroused the flames of suspicion of all the grandmothers and the
very intensity of our téte-d-tetes invited the wrath of the
mothers. Innumerable classified disclosures were confided in
Mamidew and she clenched them in her heart forever. How
many uncountable secrets, unaccounted afflicitions had she
tucked away forever in the fringes of her ‘chador'. Mamidew
dons the mantle of the pastor.

Where is Mamidew?

Pitch darkness has descended everywhere.

The multi-vitamin fed anorexic body slowly wakes up to
a gastronomical craving for a few morsels. Mamidew has
swung back into animated activity rustling up the dinner.
Mamidew, I would not mind having a few sips of tea prior to
dinner.

Have as much quenchful. For accompaniments there are
also steamed rice cakes. Well, there are also a handful of

homemade sweets.

How can I keep up my appetite after so much of
consumption?

So you have also become an arorexic!

What is the menu for dinner?

Any special dish?

Dinner tonight? Roast, the whole elephant wrapped a leaf
and the fly in the centre of the rice.

Oh gosh! If you keep on muttering such nonsense I shall

retire to bed on an empty stomach.
- How can the he granny keep on muttering such nonsense

I shall retire to bed on an empty stomach.
How can the he granny of Kumbha Karna expect at wink

when a hundred rats pace inside you!
No problem, I'll drown a few sedatives. Job done.
Fine, then I'll narrate the tale of Yashoda lulling Sri

Krishan to sleep.
* ¥* * * *
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In slightly faltering movements, a Vvery delicate and
fragrant whiff of aroma gently knocked the doors of the room.
[et it remain outside.

Prior to the arrival of Mamidew., Mamaidew never elicited
any kind of priority in our perception. Even before that
Mamaidew never figured in our list as an entity. Even today his
whercabouts do not arouse interest or curiosity.

\amidew. any news of Mamaidew?

L arm house.

L arm

Wil e ALY

our uncle e

‘!:f:'f??\ :‘-f-ir[urn at m'ldn-lf-}m G sy I N \

Ix he alone at the farm? Your dont

dor? Flow much work does he have?

Nt e, HHe s the seversign of that temifomis full
house: rull tife: absolute fullness.

l.\mldvnlv\ Namidew translated into an enigmatic person.

I'his is my untamiliar and alien Mamidew.
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past md-mght? o
\ways conds nimation of his amv;lﬂ. He
: ¢ twilight of evening.

stay there! What does

Fige

evpanding his territory.  Mamaidew is  financially wealthy
Mentality wealthy: Afterall he is your uncle. Who cap offer hin

. arenreneurtal ventures? He i
competinon 1t entrepret 15 Your uncle. Who

can offer him com
alone. He hives ki

sovercign of his 1€

petition in entrepreneurial ventures? He is noy
ng-size in his domam. If he is the absolute
rritory so am 1 the queen of my territory,
. , -« vour harbour any grouse or grievance?
Mamidew dont Y 1l certinly repri g Sy
Yo don't CUn’]pl.‘_lln? \Vel cer y p 'mand hlm. .
uc [ have always been the Queen. Inspite being bomn into
Penury ) \vas always blessed with the qualities of Queen. S0, for

th e : ; ¥ .
' Kind of deprivation will T go around begging?
Mamidew! 5

I shall never stoop (o begging. Goods received in charity

i wWer stimulate my interest. For .
\\\ \g“\ Nne or lhlll [‘nauen even 10\,&
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I sat still during the discussion. Mamidew slowly neared
Me. Then she lifted my chin and read my face intensely.

You have honed your entrepreneurial skills. I smiled. A
Measured smile.

So be it girl. What business did you refer to?

I turned mute.

Majoni!

Mamidew?

Tell me, is it really business? So you have come to deal in
monetary business?

Yes, Mamidew, yes.

Yea, something fishy!

I strained to momentarily shut off my ears.

I have acquired immense mental resilience. I am no longer
that naive little girl. An efficient representative of a multi
national company. My special aptitude in rhetoric. My
prioritized goals. The reality of vanquishment has been left far
behind. I believe in a planned and focused manner of
expansion.

My only weapon of defence is a system of power-packed
highly animated words. The entire length and breadth of my
mind is constantly egged on by the desire to attain
immeasurable greatness traversing over all other territories.

Are you excited Mamidew? Aren't you excited?

Have you said something?

Are you excited? Tell me, yes, I am.

Which language do you want your Mamidew to parrot?
You have showed up after a prolonged interval. Close the door.
I am on my way to the kitchen. The neighbour's cat slyly slip
in. A very cunning one. She goes on the prowl from one end of
the house to the other. Suddenly from the silent darkness she
would steal a peep, the pair of hawk eyes that she has. She will
scare the daylights out of you.

Mamidew departed.
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In slightly faltering movements, a very delicate and
fragrant whiff of aroma gently knocked the doors of the room.
Let it remain outside.

Prior to the arrival of Mamidew, Mamaidew never elicited
any kind of priority in our perception. Even before that
Mamaidew never figured in our list as an entity. Even today his
whereabouts do not arouse interest or curiosity.

Mamidew, any news of Mamaidew?

Farm house.

Farm?

Will be arrive past mid-night?

Your uncle always sends intimation of his arrival. He
might return at midnight or just in the twilight of evening.

Is he alone at the farm? Your don't stay there! What does
he do? How much work does he have?

Not alone. He is the sovereign of that territory. A full
house; full life; absolute fullness.

Suddenly Mamidew translated into an enigmatic person.

This is my unfamiliar and alien Mamidew.

Can you manage alone Mamidew? Don’t you ever try to
talk to him about living together? Oh my naive girl. He is busy
expanding his territory. Mamaidew is financially wealthy.
Mentality wealthy. Afterall he is your uncle. Who can offer him
competition in entrepreneurial ventures? He is your uncle. Who
can offer him competition in entrepreneurial ventures? He is not
alone. He lives king-size in his domain. If he is the absolute
sovereign of his territory so am I the queen of my territory.

Mamidew don’t your harbour any grouse or grievance?
You don't complain? Well I'll certainly reprimand him.

But I have always been the Queen. Inspite being born into
penury I was always blessed with the qualities of Queen. So, for
that kind of deprivation will I go around begging?

Mamidew!

I shall never stoop to begging. Goods received in charity
to can never stimulate my interest. For that matter, even love.
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I sat still during the discussion. Mamidew slowly neared
me. Then she lifted my chin and read my face intensely.

You have honed your entrepreneurial skills. I smiled. A
measured smile.

So be it girl. What business did you refer to?

I turned mute.

Majoni!

Mamidew?

Tell me, is it really business? So you have come to deal in
monetary business?

Yes, Mamidew, yes.

Yea, something fishy!

I strained to momentarily shut off my ears.

I have acquired immense mental resilience. I am no longer
that naive little girl. An efficient representative of a multi
national company. My special aptitude in rhetoric. My
prioritized goals. The reality of vanquishment has been left far
behind. I believe in a planned and focused manner of
expansion.

My only weapon of defence is a system of power-packed
highly animated words. The entire length and breadth of my
mind is constantly egged on by the desire to attain
immeasurable greatness traversing over all other territories.

Are you excited Mamidew? Aren't you excited?

Have you said something?

Are you excited? Tell me, yes, I am.

Which language do you want your Mamidew to parrot?
You have showed up after a prolonged interval. Close the door.
I am on my way to the kitchen. The neighbour's cat slyly slip
in. A very cunning one. She goes on the prowl from one end of
the house to the other. Suddenly from the silent darkness she
would steal a peep, the pair of hawk eyes that she has. She will
scare the daylights out of you.

Mamidew departed.
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Mamidew, have you dozed off?

Ok tell me what?

This is the perfume of the Hasnahana. Its' entry into the
room being impeded it has been circulating around knocking on
the doors and walls of the home. Wow! What an aroma?

Is it?

As if Mamidew failed to inhale the aroma.

Is your nose clogged?

Why? How you mastered the science of Ayurvedic
medicine by any chance? Of course the Hasnahana is over-
blooming. It is blooming grudgingly as if to repay an overdue
debt. As if the privilege of blooming another day will be robbed
forever. Early in the morning you will find the ground below
the bloom littered with innumerable corpses.

Mamidew!
Changing sides Mamidew hummed a song to herself. A

very familiar tune; yet I could not recall it.

The Hasnahana held sway over me. Presently I could only
feel the spiritual entity of the Hasnahana. A Unilateral swirl of
infusion. The feeling that my foreign made perfume will be
gradually sucked in the profound whirlpool of the Hasnahana.
In the distance the loud and distinct warnings of the watchdogs.
The wall clock is readying to strike the midnight hour. I count
time.

A gentle chiming of the beads embellished on the bangle.
The sound reverberated through the five senses.

* * * * *

Should you have come like this? After such a prolonged
gap! No news or any kind of intimation. Had your uncle been
informed he would have come and stayed. Would have liked it.
I would certainly meet him. If necessary I would call on his

farm.
How will you go? You cannot. He is very busy man. You

can meet him only after prior intimation. He is also engaged in
magnification of his empire. After all isn't he your uncle?
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I consciously overlooked Mamidew's enormous sarcastic
Jibe. Undeniable, hence a meek self-acknowledgement.

But I have not deprived anybody Mamidew. He has

committed a grave offence. He has—
~ Who can deprive me? Haven't I mentioned that I am

destined to live a queen forever. Your uncle like a king. So be
it. Our ideals of happiness may not be reciprocal. What gives
me happiness might repulse him. He has kept me like a queen.
He is also supposed to abide like a king. I shall be dispirited
and censequently make him miserable. Have I taken on myself
the accountability of all his afflictions? Do not harbour any
affections for me. Tell me about yourself. If you have ventured
out to conquer then someone or the other will be definitely
vanquished. Doesn't the defeated one suffer deprivation? Don't
talk negatively.

Alright, I will not. Let your wish prevail. What drove you
to venture in enterprise? What kind of poverty has beset you?

Its' not about poverty, Mamidew. Our dreams are the only
reality. Dream multiplies dream.

Understood. After that what shall be gained?

Man's aim should exceed his grasp or what is heaven for?

Did you say something? What is that language?

Language close to one's heart. The language of the heart.

Oh. All your trivialities.

* * * * *

The hazy veil of drowsy forgetfulness was gently lifted by
the wafting strains of merriment and music.

Mamidew what is that pandemonium?

Blockhead! The sound of festivals. Does it rap your ears
like an uproar? Or do you have fears of someone trooping in
to lay siege on your territory?

Do I appear to dwell in such insecurities? My ears seemed
to pick up some discordant notes.

A band of hizra dancers had been roped is to celebrate the
birth of a baby boy. The hizra dance is in vogue now-a-days.
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What do you say? Even at our place?

The birth of an heir is not a trivial issue.

Truely?

Yes. Some kin or Badshah Khan is also hired to perform
dance numbers in marriages. :

Shah Rukh Khan.

Yes. Something like that.

How long do you intend to sleep burrowing hetulooka?
“If you want me to call on you at the break of dawn just put
the chaffe to fire.”

What about the sensationalism created by the local hand
drummers?

Put to fire and devoured. But have you put the chaffe to
fire?

Mamidew’s observations! Let the Hetuluka be kept at a
distance. A successful plan at the forefront. The size of a
massive vanity. Dream multiplies dream Mamidew gently
fingers through the freshly sprung blades of grass like hair on
any head. The strands of hair rubbing against my nose exude
that esoteric balm.

Don't you ever reminisce me? Never keeps in touch. Why,
Mamidew?

I do remember. But what is the need for keeping in touch?
My heart is instinctively informed of your well-being. The bond
of love is not spun from raw thread. It is the resilient chord
spun around the neck of the holy pitcher. The things that are
beloved must not be tethered to the folds of the ‘chador’. In fact
it is futile. Emancipate it from any kind of moorings. My self-
confidence is unflinching. Love is impregnable. I knew you
would be coming.

You knew? Your confidence and firmness defy limitations.
I knew. Now tell me about him.

About whom Mamidew?

You know, sweetheart what I am alluding to. You gave me
a pitcher full of discreet divulgences. The tidings of a cruel
spring afternoon. I gave you strict orders to sheath it. Let’s
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unsheath that deep secret today. Perhaps it has transformed into
phosphorus.

The stealthy paramour of a married woman!

Mamidew gesticulated the act of digging a hole with a
long iron spear. Out of the blue, I gave out an earnest soulful
cry.

Have you been hurt somewhere? Let me check?

Navel.

Why at the navel? "

Mamidew ripped off the Band-Aid from the wound. A
rippling sound followed. A very intense pain tumbled the body
flinging it aside.

Such an old festering wound.

Not a skin eruption but a fresh wound. And you have
concealed it.

Tried to hide it from dust and grime. Exposure will lead to
a layer over it. What medication will Mamidew resort to! Such
big and unkempt fingies. A farmer's daughter. Very dexterous
hands.

O my girl! You are still a baby with an unsevered umbilical
chord. You are still dragging on your navel wounds. Don't you
have any healing medicine in your business baggage? Do you
want to carry on the wounds of your birth in your search for the
universe. The sacred black thread must also be wound round
your neck. To drive out the evil spirit.

I am not saying anything. A well of prohibited truths
whirling inside me. The agony permeating from the navel have

sewn my pair of lips. .
Mamidew dress it. Don't expose it to air. Defer your rustic

medicines for tomorrow.

You must be in great torment, sweet heart? Obviously it is
destined to be. No Mamidew. What torment? This is an ancient
truth? Never was there any grief. Nor was there any complain.
I am always magnanimous. Have been always contented. If
grief is always personal then happiness is also something very

individual and private.
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Reminiscences of past happiness only breeds distress.

If have concealed such a wound from me.

Will you show anybody the most prized assets in your
coffer? '

But your possession is the fresh patch of wound. Have you
hidden it for innumerable tentacles to take deep roots and to
alter it to phosphorus? Phosphorous? Isn't it cumbersome to
bury one's mortal and ignited aches? Have I meted only
injustice? May be I have tossed you from the frying pan into the
fire? ' '

The secret incantation that you drilled into me Mamidew.
Forgotten? Sweetheart, that is why precisely I want to be
redeemed and purified. Come I'll lend you a helping hand. God
is the creator of all the emotions that slowly emerge in us. So
how can emotions assume monstrosity? Perhaps I had
committed a sin. I had encased your trust. Sheathed it. But now
I perceive the would. Tell me what can I do? What are you
looking for? In search of what? Akashigana! Akashiganaga! Or
else gold mines.

You voice seems to stem from anguish. Is it enterprise or
your facade? Where is he presently? Do you want to meet him
sweetheart? Can you derive some sense of peace by seeing him.
No longer shall I pose any kind of impediment, tell me where
is he?

Convict! Convict. He is imprisoned Mamidew.
Inexhaustible are our impediments.

O my male Godhead. Does that mean he was recruited into
the ULFA? This is what befell him? How is he or his situation
or the reason behind it.

As if in deep meditation! In self-confinement! May be in
trepidation or in aspiration. In self-discipline or in search of the
divine nectar. In unbounded anticipation or in demoralised
surrender.

And you are the Sairindhi.

Mamidew smiled. A transformed Mamidew emerges
before me.
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Fleshy! Well endowed. Moreover the countless layers of
time. Sometimes very poetic or very prosaic. Mamidew's style
swallowed up in an inaccessible stream of consciousness. Like
a pale afternoon of a balmy spring. Shimantinee and Shairindhi
bound in tightly clasped hands together.

Head. Understood. This is presumably the end. Hope
nobody knows. Never should a sound slip from the lips.

The wily and seductive charms of an outspoken female.
The mouth is sewn firmly. The mouth is sewn. Let it remain
sewn. y

But what about the pent up emotions that are lodged
within like the musk of the Kasturi. Aren't emotions then
divinely created?

It prevailed even then. But the market graph has now
changed. Business oriented man. Don't you know? The silver
shine and shimmer of the moonlight can be cherished only
because of the dark spots.

I momentarily hesitate. Mamidew is the articulate speaker.
Intelligent entrepreneur. I am the naive little sweetheart. She
went on closely reading my visage.

- Sweetheart, actually I am also a business woman. Then,
even now. Business of the mind. I have also annexed a |ot of
territories. Time to change the ethics of business. Come I']] get
you free.

What kind of emancipation is this? What kind of freedom

- is to be bestowed upon a Shairindhi woman? Liberty form
what? I crawled nearer to Mamidew's body.

Are you crying? Have you been deluged by a wave of
emotions or anguish?

You are forbidden into emotions. Time has drilled into me
to keep negativity at an arm's length. How will I cry?

But I am crying. I want to wail in your weeping. Let us
roll together towards the shore breaking the barriers. Let me
open the doors of your mind. At the end of the business depart
with a treasure of previous gems and jewels.

Mamidew again transformed into an enigmatic riddle.
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Have you metamorphosed into a professional wailer, a
Rudali! You have really shed live tears!

I felt her eyes.

The warmth of her tear drops ran through my hands. A tiny
droplet encountering a slight barrier ran into a stream of tears.
Overcoming every hurdle it gushed down into a flowing
cascade. On reaching the ground the torrent transfigured into an
expanse of sea. 1 simply melted away. The entrepreneurs
marketing silvers dreams suddenly took the fins of a fish and
swam off. Pointed like a Kokila fish. Very dexterously the
motor boat lay asunder the still and static breasts of the water.

The enterprising merchant's dinghy creates furrows in the
water splashing tiny luminous droplets that gradually hugs us in
a tight embrace.

My conversion into a translucence piece. A school of
brightly coloured, long tailed 'Kokila' fish in undigusied
translucence.

Once again through the innumerable or fices -of the
machine boat, I could perceive on the face of the sea, the skies
once again.

A very slimy sensation on the buttocks. Advancing very
adroitly.

A shuddering alteration of the nether part of the body.

Now I almost leap from the leaking boat into the vast
expanse of the waters combing through it. Floating; diving
headlong; a breast stroke. A thunderous roar reverberates
through the kaleidoscopic sea.

Let us return to some stable existence before darkness
envelops us. Go back to a safe and secure existence.

Are you coming? Are you coming? Are you coming?

In looking for support, my body wore a strange bearing.
The serpentine gesture of a mermaid. Sairindhi and Simantinee
swimming together. A swim, towards an unknown destination.

In the distance, in Kapil Muni's Ashram, the sun has
acquired the colour of a ripened orange.
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At such a time you have severed your bonds with the land
and willingly allowed yourself to be a captive of the waters.

But water has neither an
shape. Infinite. So,
infinity?

y circumference nor any definite
what kind of orderliness and restraint in

me! Like a dolphin in gay aba
Or I rise.
Goddess of the waters! Have you awakened! I¢ was the
Goddess of the waters! Who leaves i
That indicates Mamidew, you

have also arrived wit me.
A hunter or the prowl, resilien

t objective and Prudent ljke
m such a Permanence g my
heart?

When were we ever different! o
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Arundhati Roy’s Concern for
‘Small things’

& Parthana Barua
HOD, Dept. of English

Arundhati Roy became the second Indian to win the
Booker for her maiden novel ‘The God of Small Things’ in
1997. Jason Cowley, one of the five judges for the Booker
Prize, says “The God of Small Things’ fulfils the highest
demand of the art of fiction: to see the world, not
conventionally or habitually, but as if for the first time. Roy’s
achievement, and it is considerable, is never to forget about the
small things in life : the inects and flowers, wind and water, the

~ outcast and the despised. She deserved to win”.

Arundhati Roy is not only confined to writing for the
environment, she is deeply involved with the agitation
concerned with environmental issues like Narmada Bachao
Andolan and The Campaign Against Nuclear Weapons in India.

Arundhati Roy joined a seminar held on the Hiroshima
Day and the paper she presented there appeared in an English
weekly ‘The Outlook’.

Her activist stance is also seen in her solidarity with the
Chaliyar Human Right Samithi fighting against pollution
caused by Grasim industry at Mavoor in Kojhikode, Kerela. She
received Dalit Sahitya Academy Award at Calicut on Jan.l15,
1999 and the public address she made on the occasion
underlines the same spirit. She is also reported to have opposed
“a new development plan for the Panchmarhi area in which
hotel-building would be allowed at the cost of despoiling the
beauty and sylvan backdrop of the hill station. One of the most
important of all is her association with Narmada Bachao
Andolan to which she has assigned the royalties of her booklet
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At such a time you have severed your bonds with the land
and willingly allowed yourself to be a captive of the waters.

But water has neither any circumference nor any definite
shape. Infinite. So, what kind of orderliness and restraint in
infinity? :

Darkness will descend on the waters also. The orange
splendour is slowly encompassing the deep of the waters. The
silver water nymphs riding on the mighty arms soon turn into
golden nymphs. Golden water nymphs. The sun is now inside
me! Like a dolphin in gay abandon I pranced and rose up.

Or I rise. :

Goddess of the waters! Have you awakened! It was the
Goddess of the waters! Who leaves no imprint on the land.

That indicates Mamidew, you have also arrived with me.

A hunter or the prowl, resilient objective and prudent like
“a dart in flight. When did you claim such a permanence is
heart?

When were we ever different! O

my
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Arundhati Roy’s Concern for
‘Small things’

# Parthana Barua
HOD, Dept. of English

Arundhati Roy became the second Indian to win the
Booker for her maiden novel ‘The God of Small Things’ in
1997. Jason Cowley, one of the five judges for the Booker
Prize, says “The God of Small Things’ fulfils the highest
demand of the art of fiction: to see the world, not
conventionally or habitually, but as if for the first time. Roy’s
achievement, and it is considerable, is never to forget about the
small things in life : the inects and flowers, wind and water, the
outcast and the despised. She deserved to win”.

Arundhati Roy is not only confined to writing for the
environment, she is deeply involved with the agitation
concerned with environmental issues like Narmada Bachao
Andolan and The Campaign Against Nuclear Weapons in India.

Arundhati Roy joined a seminar held on the Hiroshima
Day and the paper she presented there appeared in an English
weekly ‘The Outlook’.

Her activist stance is also seen in her solidarity with the
Chaliyar Human Right Samithi fighting against pollution
caused by Grasim industry at Mavoor in Kojhikode, Kerela. She
received Dalit Sahitya Academy Award at Calicut on Jan.l15,
1999 and the public address she made on the occasion
underlines the same spirit. She is also reported to have opposed
“a new development plan for the Panchmarhi area in which
hotel-building would be allowed at the cost of despoiling the
beauty and sylvan backdrop of the hill station. One of the most
important of all is her association with Narmada Bachao
Andolan to which she has assigned the royalties of her booklet
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‘The Greater Common Good’ published by Indian Book
Distributors, Bombay in 1999. She joined the 14 year old
Narmada Bachao Andolan led by the social activist Medha
Patekar and journeyed with hundreds of campaigners on an
eight-day rally under the banner of 'Free the Narmada

Campaign™ which ended on August, 1999.

The rally covered eight hundred kilometres beginning and
ending in Indoor. The rally was organised to draw attention to
the immediate prospect of submergence of 50 old villages in
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Maharastra as a consequence of
a Supreme Court order. ‘

‘ When the rally halted at Baba Amte’s Ashram in Kasravad,
the veteran Gandhian social worker welcomed it as ‘the
Gangotri of global mobilisation of the intelligentsia’ and hoped
that “Arundhati will continue to stir the world's conscience.”

Such activities are worrying to a section of people,
namely, the Central Govt., State Govts. of Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat and Maharastra and their supporters. So Arundhati Roy
is often criticised for developing a social conscience suddenly
and joining a convenient hand wagon to assuage it. In an
interview published in the ‘Frontline’, she answers her critics
quite adequately and brilliantly.

‘The End of Imagination’ is her response to Pokhran II, the
explosion of a nuclear bomb by Indian in May, 1998. She
begins by reminding us what the educated generally know but
often ignore, the basic truth that a nuclear war is not just like
any other war “in which countries battle against countries and
men battle men.”

Eco-conscious as the novelist is, her concern for the
environment finds an adequate, expression in ‘The God of
Small Things’. The novel lays bare how our environment is
"being subjected to decay and destruction and points out the
reasons that lie behind it too.

We can begin with the river Meenachal. Estha and Rahel

dreamt of the river in their childhood. They had reasons to do
SO :
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“Jt was warm, the water.Grey green. Like rippled silk.
With fish in it. With the sky and trees in it. And at night, th
broken yellow moon in it.” »

When Rahel returned twenty-tree years later, the river
“greeted her with a ghastly skull’s smile, with holes where
teeth had been and a limp hand raised from a hospital bed”.
Estha too found that the river “smelled of shit, and pesticides
bought with world Bank loans. Most of the fish had died. The
ones that survived suffered from fin-rot and had broken out in
boils.”” Here again Arundhati Roy elaborates ‘shit’ and
‘pesticides’ are the two sources of pollution.

The river is not the only sufferer projected in her novel.

The village Ayemenem once again known for blooming,
exquisite greenery and rural quietness has changed when Rahel
returns to it. Its population has “Swelled to the size of a little
town.” There is only a ‘fragile facade of greenery’ left and only
the houses cuddled under trees along unmotorable narrow paths
that branch off the main road give the village *“a semblance of
rural quietness.” Estha finds “the new, freshly baked, iced,
Gulf-money houses built by nurses, masons, wire benders and
bank clerks who worked hard and unhappily in far away
places”. :
Kari Saipeis asset—History House, has also changed. It is
renovated and painted now, a five star hotel called ‘Heritage.’
The locality is described as ‘God’s Own Country’ in hotel
brochures. “The view from the hotel was beautiful, but here too
the water was thick and toxic. No Swimming Signs had been
put in stylish calligraphy. They had built a wall to screen off the
slum and prevent it from encroaching on Kari Saipus’ asset.
There wasn't much they could do about the small.....they they
knew, those clever Hotel people, that smelliness, like other
people's poverty, was merely a matter of getting used to.”

The Ayemenem House, a “grand old house” which saw
the rise and fall of five generations has also gone to the dogs.
Rahel finds it in a miserable condition :
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“The walls, streaked with moss, had grown soft. and
bulged a little with dampness that seeped up from the ground.
The wild overgrown garden was full of the whisper an scurry of
small lives. In the undergrowth a rat snake rubbed itself against
a glistening stone. Hopeful yellow.......”

The factory was the other proud possession of the Ipe
family. Rahel finds it no better when she returns to Ayemenem
after twenty-three years :

e she noticed that one of the gauze doors of the
factory had come off its hinges and was popped against the
door way. She moved it aside and stepped in. The air was heavy
with moisture, wet enough for fish to swim in.

The floor under her shoes was slick with monsoon srum.

A small, anxious bat flitted between the roof beams.
The low cement pickle ”

Thus, Ayemenem in general and Ayemenem House in
particular presents a dismal scene of pollution and decay.
People hanker after riches but do not bother about the
consequences. They deprive and cheat others to acquire what
they themselves cannot keep and maintain. They refuse to share
with others what they have to leave at last to rot. That is the
most traditional thing about the behaviour of the civilized in
this age and Arundhati Roy portrayed the point well and serves
as a mirror in her novel. O
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Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam
—A Leader with a Vision

& Vivek Sharma
T.D.C. 3rd year

Dr. Kalam has taken Dr. Vikram Sarabhai as his role
model. He particularly admired Sarabhai's leadership qualities.
He described Dr. Sarabhai as an invisible leader, which he
defined as follows : “Invisible leadership is in exercising the
vision to charge the traditional roles from commander to coach,
manager to mentor, director or delegator and from one who
demands respect to one who facilitates respect.”

Dr. Kalam has shaped as a great leader in his own right:
He has exhibited many qualities of sound leadership on various
occasions.

The foremost quality of a leader is vision. He cannot lead
his beam if he does not know that final destination. Vision is
more than immediate targets and goals. It is long and wide in
range and may call for fundamental changes in approach. Dr.
Kalam is primarily a visionary and a dreamer. He
conceptualizes well and communicates the contours of the
vision very effectively. At every state of his career, he draws up
a vision for his organization. While in DRDO, he organised two
meetings of selected senior directors for brainstorming on the
vision statement for DRDO. Dr. Bhattacharya of Warwick
University was associated to guide the discussions. After many
days of soul searching the committee adopted the following
vision statement for DRDO.

THE VISION STATEMENT :

“Make India prosperous by establishing world class
science and technology base and provide our defence services
decisive edge by equipping them with internationally
competitive systems and solutions.”
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This statement is widely disseminated within the
organisation.

Dr. Kalam made the Defence Ministry adopt a self reliance
vision for the services’. Later, he has set for the country the
vision of a developed nation. At every stage, he consciously
adopts a vision to suit the organisation.

The leader is like a coach. He has to assess the potential
of each member of his team and help him to blossom. Dr.
Kalam has developed this into a fine art. In his meetings, he
encourages free thinking and talking. He is a great listener. He
never interferes when some body is making a point. The kind
of fights one sees among a group would give the impression of
anarchy. Far from it Dr. Kalam deliberately encourages
differences of opinion so that the group would have a full
chance to evaluate all options. When he moved to DRDL in
Hyderabad, he found the atmosphere stifling. There was no
culture of free exchange of views. The ‘feudal’ approach of
“boss is always right” prevailed. He worked hard to break
down mental barriers to encourage people to say what they felt
right. No scientific progress can be made if free thinking is
inhabited. He opened up DRDC and later DRDO. In this
process, he came to know the worth of each person. He used the
information at he time of assigning jobs to them. Horses for the
courses, he allotted the right job to persons.

Like all true leaders, he keeps the hopes of his team alive.
If there is bad news, he absorbs them and passes early
encouragement and hope to them. He is always positive. Even
in simple letters, he would score out all negatives sentiments,
The same thing would be couched in positive language. This
approach can seen at its best when he conducts failure analysis,
Failures are part any development cycle. There is nothing to be
ashamed of. Infact, Dr. Kalam firmly believes in the old adage
that failures are the stepping-stones to success. If you don’t
encounter enough failures early enough, complacency wi]
creep in and failures will occur at a late stage causing much
embarrassment and damage. He handles failures very well. He
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first assures the team that failures are part of the game and there
was nothing to be ashamed of. He would not permit any one to
find fault with each other. While professional differences of
opinions were encouraged, settling personal scores was taboo.
He would clinically go into every aspect patiently till the cause
of failure was identified with reasonable certainty. If the
solution proved intractable, he would invite outside experts
including academicians. He handled the whole issue with grace
without humiliating the team that failed. He would charge them
to attempt again with kind words of encouragement. Keeping
up the morale of the team has always been the top priority for
him.

Like his mentor, Dr. Dhawan, he preferred to be an
invisible leader. He did not pretend to know all technologies.
He would indicate the broad parameters of the problem and
leave it entirely to expects to come up with solutions. His
genius was in identifying the problems and forming the right
teams to tackle them. One case in point is the development of
control law for the light Combat Aircraft. This was a new job
for the country. Developing a control law for an Aircraft that is
flown by the computer on the basis of that control law for the
light Combat Aircraft. He immediately recognized that it was
beyond the capacity of any single organisation. He formed a
national team from different labs of DRDO and CSIR
exclusively with the charter of developing the control law. The
Scheme worked and the control law was developed.

This was typical of his approach to most problems. He
would form teams from different labs to tackle tough problems.
This brought about some synergy among labs which were
working in stand alone mode. Networking the labs was passion
with him.

A good leader makes the system to work for him. He does
not complain about the lack of proper environment. The crux of
leadership is in using the existing facilities to the optimum level
and get the best out of them. Dr. Kalam is a past master in
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adapting a system to his requirements. When the IGMDP was
sanctioned, Dr. Kalam worked out a unique three-tien
management. Structure with varying financial powers given to
the different committees. The Project Management Board was
the lowest in the rung and was given powers to make purchaser
worth upto Rs. 50 lakh, which was considerable ih the year
1984. The Project Director chairs this Board. The members are
working level officers from participating agencies. The
Programme Management Board is a senior level board with
participation from all agencies were also members, For the First
time in India. Dr. Kalam introduced the concept of concurrent
engineering in which production facilities were created and
used during the development phase itself. This was in obviate
delay in production after clearance by the users for introduction
of an item. The second benefit was that with the association of
the production agencies from the very beginning, Proper
fengli?eering standards were adopted in the development phase
itself.

The Guided Misile Board is an apex body with substantial

powers. This body met as often as necessary, but not less than
twice a year. In these me

g etings, apart from giving financial
sanctions, the project was reviewed extensively and mid course
corrections were made where necessary.

The Project never suffered for want of money, financial
sanctions or decisions.

The new management str
administrative delay in the
within th

ucture had removed the bone of
project. Dr. Kalam had worked
€ system, making the system to work for him. Very
ingenious way of getting around the system. He never
complained about the unresponsive system. He took the worry
of managing the system from the scientists and freed them for
pure technical work.

Keeping the morale of his people high is a hallmark of Dr.
Kalam’s management style. For example, when Agni was first
successfully test fired. he got the government to sanction a
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monetary reward for every one in DRDL. This galvanized the
entire lab. Later, when he was Scientific Adviser to Raksha
Mantri he introduced a system of DRDO awards carrying
- attractive cash components. The awards given ranged from
individual scientists to the labs for path breaking research,
industries for technology absorption, academic institutions,
young Scientist Award, defence technology Spin-off award and
many others. In all there are 17 of them covering all cadres.
People look forward to these awards and put in good
performance in order to deserve them.

Award giving is one of the ways he used to motivate
people. The best method he employed was, of course, to be
accessible to them all the time and have an encouraging word
for each of them.OQ '
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Miss Kalpana Chawla
—My Admiration

# Ritumoni Talukdar
T.D.C. 3rd year

. The horrific turn of events after the space shuttle made its
re-entry into the earth’s atmosphere on its home run is now
history. For NASA and people all over the world, the end came
as tragic shock. A lot of reasons have been forth to explain
- Columbia’s break-up on re-entry into the earth's atmosphere.

The most plausible reason being put out is that debris from the
shuttle's external tank had struck Columbia’s wing, just lightly
one seconds after launch on 16 January. The foam insulation
purportedly full and hit the shuttle’s left wing on at least two,
possibly there, locations. This, it is believed, cause damage to
the heat resistant tiles covering the wing and eventually proved
fatal to the craft on re-entry, Retired Navy Admiral Harold.
Gehman, head of the independent investigation is looking into
this and other plausible causes. Progress has been painstakingly
slow, which is understandable given that the debris from the
shuttle is still being located and put together. Therefore, it may
well be a long time before something is conclusively
established.

Meanwhile, the initial shock of losing Kalpana and her sjx
colleagues in the unfortunate accident is now gradually wearing
off. And the harsh realization had drowned that life has to go on
without these magnificent seven. The initial shock has worn off,
aided By a constant stream of prepared meals, friends arriving
from far-off places and ever-present Astronaut office contacts :
wrote JP on the web log maintained by Ian Gillan of the rock
group, Deep purple ‘Intellectually’, “We all realize what has
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happened. Emotionally, none of us can yet connect the dots. We
- all take solace in that the crew was doing what they loved, with
people they loved and respected. When the end came it was
instantaneous.”
This is what makes her legacy enduring—an inspiration
for generations to come. In many ways, the spirit of the seven
~ astronauts, lost on that fateful morning on 15t of Feb. 2003, will
always be with the world. Kalpana’s journey from karnal to
space will always remain a part of us. It did not end with the
mishap or after her ashes were spread over utah. This is not just
because of her amazing achievement. It will be as much for her
ability to achieve the impossible. Though being born into an
upper-middle class family she struggled against very much the
same odds as the rest of her country-men. As a young girl born
in the 1960's she had no model to follow, no godfather in the
system. She did not use the prejudices and handicaps as an
excuse for inaction. She sincerely believed that there was no
alternative to hard work. And that if you believe in something
deeply than it is yours. You put it differently, her origins and life
were in a sense very much commonplace. But her achievements
were not. This is what makes her extra special a role model to
be emulated by generations after her. That in many ways is the
central element of her legacy.

In her last interview to India Today, she summed up the
sine qua non of her amazing achievements thus : ‘In words—
perseverance.’ There have been other factors too. Taking the
time to follow other interests such as reading and exploring that
have helped to widen the perspective and have enriched the
journey. »
Kalpana’s strengths also flowed from the fact that she was
never found wanting for effort. She drew inspirations for this
from common individuals around her. People who gave it their
all, no matter how common place. Their tasks might appear to
be. For her, the commitment of her teachers— with their
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unflagging ability to devote attention on a daily basis to almost
every student—was a cause for inspiration. So were the initial
new wonder. She wrote to David (her son), ‘Reach for the
stars!” That is the message she would want all the children of
the world to hear. Only by reaching beyond what we believe is
possible can we achieve the impossible.

Also striking was her desire to give back to the community
and her commitment to preserve nature. It was this that
motivated her to help not only young children from her old
school in karnal, but also other deserving people from all over
the world. It prompted her to painstakingly track down her
alumni to share mementos from her first trip into space. To keep
this legacy of generosity alive, her family has set up the Montsu
Foundation (P.O Box 58937, Houston, Tx 77258, USA). As Jp
put it: ‘The Foundation’s first objective is to sponsor the
University Education of bright young struggles of her parents
to establish themselves afresh after being uprooted from their
homes by the flames of partition. The stead fastness and
commitment that all of them displayed as they went about their
daily lives inspired her in her journey. She looked for very
much the same qualities— perseverance and courage in the
stories of explores like Shackleton and Mattreissen.

Another quality—which endeared her to those who knew
her—and will continue to inspire many, was her intrepjd
approach to life. Almost every one who has been touched by
Kalpana recalls the adventurous spirit that was no instrinjc a
part of her. As her friend Acufy wrote on his web page after the
accident.

For Kalpana, the words she wrote on the photograph she
gave to Amy (his wife) and me sum her up : In spirit of
adventure : She was always seeking new knowledge, new
experience and men and women whose only obstacle is lack of
funds, or means to acquire those funds. Sponsorship is open to
anyone anywhere in the world........ Second objective is to
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acquire and preserve the natural environment such as the
purchase of land used by migratory birds during their
stopovers’.

Very appropriate for someone who drew inspiration from
the words of the philosopher, Seneca : ‘I was not born for one
corner. The whole world is my native land.’ It was a connection
that she sincerely believed in till the very end. Born Indian, yet
died as an American, in space. Truly a global citizen. Asshe
said in her final interview to India Today. ‘I have felt that
connection and stewardship for Earth as long as I can
remember. And not just for Earth, but the whole universe.’ Q
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Dr. S. Radhakrishnan
— A Man of Distinction

#> Shikha Poddar
T.D.C. 2nd year

Since the times of Rig Veda, India has produced in every
generation men of lofty religious thoughts who restated the
truths of Indian philosophy and instilled in the succeeding
generations the fundamental truth of Indian culture and
reminded the people of their glorious heritage. Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan belongs to the galaxy of such great and noble
men.

Radhakrishnan was an exponent of Hinduism in the grand
tradition of Ramakrishna Parmahansa, Swami Vivckananda and
Raja Ram Mohan Roy. He was a master mind who greatly
contributed to the cultural thought of the world. His works on
religion and philosophy reflect his moral vision of a world
which lays steeped in spiritual wilderness and mundane
cussedness. In their content they are encyclopaedic.

While Dr. Radhakrishnan achieved global reputation with
his high standard works on religion and philosophy he is not
free from criticism. Despite his more original contribution to
religion and philosophy, his philosophy has been dismissed as
a repetition of the ideas already expressed. One critic even
dryly comments : *“Some of his works, for instance his ‘Idealist
view of life’ reveal no original thinking but only a
summarization of existing philosophies and 'Indian philosophy'
is just a text book on Hinduism, where the superstitions beliefs
and eccentric ideas of ancient Indian thinkers are systematically
catalogued and codified without any attempt to sift the rational
from the irrational and the comprehensible from the
incomprehensible.” The critics of Radhakrishnan hold the view
that he, for a great part, remained contented with repeating what
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others had already said. But his critics failed to realise the great
truth that every Indian thinker has found it necessary to seek the
support of the authoritative sacred books for their own views.
Such is also the view of Swami Vivekananda. Dr.
Radhakrishnan himself said: “Indian thinkers, when they
advance their own views, do so in the name of an old tradition.
Even the most original thinkers do not claim to expound a new
system of thought but write commentaries on the three great
works, the Upanisads, the Bhagavadgita and the Brahmasutra.”
According to Radhakrishnan, originality in philosophy, as in
poetry, consists not in the novelty of the tale or the light and
shade distributed over the canvas but the depth and subtlely
made to dominate the details. Radhakrishnan presents ultimate
truths of religion in the psychological idiom of the age. His
view of religion is entirely devoid of sentimental sloppishness.
He looks at religious experience with detachment and examines
with impartiality the spiritual inheritance of men of all creeds
and of none. Every idea of the past, while emerging into its
future takes a rebirth and every ancient idea is therefore to be
animated by reinterpretation in the light of the prevailing
circumstances. For Radhakrishnan, an entirely new thought
without roots in the past is bound to fail to be of any avail.
History is continuity and advance. The present always has its
beginning in the past.

As a philosopher he transformed the metaphysics and
abstractions of both eastern and western philosophy into a
crystal clear exposition of the meaning and purpose of life and
the role of the man in the vast and infinite cosmos. None in the
world achieved so much reputation as a teacher as
Radhakrishnan. He had the marvellous power to weave a magic
web of thought, imagination and language. The real greatness
of his sermon was in some inexpressive spiritual quality which
arrest the attention of the listeners, moves their hearts and lifts
then to an ampler air.

If the name and literary work of Radhakrishnan come to
our mind, we simultaneously see before us his holiday
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appearance, the subtle, slender, yet strong figure, the delicate,
the well chiselled features with calm, yet vividly observing
eyes. Jawaharlal Nehru found in Radhakrishnan a symbol of the
finest afforescence of Indian culture and catholicity which was
reason for choosing him for appointment as India’s
representative in the U.S.S.R., even overlooking the pressures in
circles close to him choose either Sardar K.M. Pannikker of
Devadas Gandhi, the then managing editor of the Hindustan
Times.

More effectively than any other man Radhakrishnan
contributed to the bridge of understanding which connected the
two cultures, the Indian and the European. He is the symbol of
the spirit of fusion between the values of the East and the West.
He is the authentic interpreter of the philosophy of India to the
west in a most dynamic and convincing manner. His personality
symbolizes India that was and that is old and young, ancient,
secular and spiritual. He was an individual in whom all the
qualities of an eminent educationist, a profound philosopher
and a great statesman were combined. He was a
embodiment of all the values he espoused.

. India was known to the west as little more than a land of
snake-charmer and Fakirs before Vivekanada travelled abroad
to instill into the minds of the Westerners the wisdom of India.
Though the western world has impressed with the intellectual
emjnence of and the system of philosophy evolved b
Vivekananda they did not completely get rid of their old
impression about India. When the west cared little to know
about Indian philosophy and religion and denigrated Indjan
culture and civilization. Radhakrishnan launched a counter-
attack from the East by carrying the message of India abroad.
At this stage, it should be noted that Radhak made a specific
contributed towards this end in that with his exposition of the
tenets of Indian philosophy and culture, the old imPression
about them in the west was completely removed. In this way
what Radhakrishnan did was not strictly a continuation of

living
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Vivekananda's work, but a distinctive machine of expanding
India philosophy in all its facets and enlightening the west on '
the subject.

Dr. Radhakrishnan had a deep understanding of the
problems of our times. He was the only philosopher who could
give powerful expression to the inmost feelings of man.
Whether or not his name would be remembered for long as a
statesman or administrator, his reputation as a great humanist
and rational philosopher would east longest. He was a voracious
and discriminating reader right from his school days.

The study of Radhakrishnan’s life is the study of the
history of new knowledge of the world. He was one of the few
great men who had a firm faith in the supremacy of ten spirit
to the execution of matter. Radhakrishnan is rightly called
Rajarishi who, though surrounded by the where of the events
had his attention always rest in heaven on the supreme God. He
had a great respect and admiration for Mahatma Gandhi.
Radhakrishnan who always stressed the need to respect certain
Universal spiritual values, found in Gandhi’s policy non-
violence, the greatest humanistic approach to most critical
problems of our time. Gandhi’s policy of non-violence had a
profound input on Radhakrishnan.

Radhakrishnan was close associate of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru. Nehru’s burning Patriotism, his deep and warm heart his
love and affection for the people, his hatred of war, destriction
and slaughter had won Radhakrishnan’s admiration and love.
Radhakrishnan was a truly cultured man with all that the term
implies. The marks of culture, sweetness and simplicity were
characteristics of the great scholar. It was eminently true of
Radhakrishnan that knowledge engenders humility. The real
greatness of Radhakrishnan lay in his simplicity and warding
off all praise and flattery about his achievements. He was the
symbol of representation noblest qualities of man, namely
mercy and magnanimity. He lived plainly and thought highly.
The Bhagvad-gita has it that ‘Greater than gifts is the offering
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.of wisdom, for all acts rise and culminate in the mind's little
kingdom: This means that thought precedes action.
Radhakrishnan always thought good and did good. Children
found in him a dutiful fathers, the quest a sweet host, the wife
a sweet and dutiful husband.

Radhakrishnan possessed certain qualities which made
him a man of distinction. He was man of simple habits and his
needs were few. We was an accommodating man and was easily
accessible to every one was allowed to see him with out any
restriction at any time. The milk of human kindness alway
flowed in his viens. We could be described as the symbol of all
that was good and impreshnable in our culture. The
circumstances through which one has passed and the
impression one’s works has prodveed on the minds of the
people and the admiration and affection in which one has
passed and the impression one’s work has produced on the
minds of the people and the admiration and affection in which
one is held by the people are the measures by which one's
greatness is estimated. In this respect, Dr. Radhakrishnan was a
rare individual for he had not had any advantage of birth and
upbringing and yet he was universally acknowledged to be one
of the greatest thinkers of the 20" Century and was always held
in high esteem by the world at large.

Radhakrishnan believed in the equality of every individua]
irrespective of his caste, creed or colour. He was of the opinion
that “society should be more balanced in order to provide eve
man and woman freely with the essentials of life and thyg
freeing the mind in part from other tasks. A free society is One
where-each individual has real freedom to live as he wills, short
of infringing the equal freedom of others to do the same. Every
individual by virtue of his humanity, irrespective of his coloyr
or race, is an end to himself and cannot be regarded only as
means for purposes extraneous to himself”. He attributed the
love and affection between people to the divinity dwelling in all
beings.
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Radhakrishnan become familiar with the Bhagavadgita,
the Upanishads and the Brahmasutra at an early age. While they
strongly influenced his thought, his pride as a Hindu was roused
by the teachings of Swami Vivekananda. He had a strong belief
that Hindus as such can claim to be a religion of eternal
modernity. Radhakrishnan believed that the distinctive character
of Hinduism is that it absorbs, different faiths and its tolerance
of other religions and cultures. ‘“Hinduism insists an conduct
rather than creed, it is not fanatical, does not proseletyze, and
while it lays no claim to exclusive revelation for itself, both
Hinduism and Buddhism by the reorientation he gave to both
and to the teachings of the Buddha in the light of the
Upanisadic thought. According to Radhakrishnan the Buddha,
far from being an innovator was a teacher who took his stand
on the philosophy of the Upanisads and tried to emphasize, its
ethical aspects and popularise its teachings. What is called
Brahma by the Upanisadic Rishis, the Buddha called Dharma.
Radhakrishnan held that the Buddha was only reformer of
Hinduism but not its opponent.

Radhakrishnan held that man is duty bound Of all the
three yogas, namely, Bhaktiyoga, Gana yoga and karma yoga,
he believed karma yoga (the yoga of action) as superior to other
yogas, Commenting on the Bhagavadgita, Radhakrishnan says :
“For the protection of the good, for the destruction of the
wicked and for the establishment of the righteousness. I (God)
come into being from age to age.” “It is the function of God as
Vishnu, the protector of the world, to keep the world going on
lines of righteousness, He assumes birth to re-establish right
when wrong prevails.” Thus according to Radhakrishnan even
God is duty-bound. This reveals his is respectful of the
revelations of others. This rational basis of Hinduism had a
powerful influence on Dr. Radhakrishnan in the evolution of his
distinctive system of philosophy. He says. *“Hinduism
developed an attitude of comprehensive charity instead of
fanatic faith in a inflexible creed. It accepted the multiplicity of
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aboriginal gods and others which originated most of them
outside the Aryan tradition and justified them all.”

Radhakrishnan regarded Indian religion as on “which
respect distinction and autonomous individualities of social
groups, so long as they co-operate and fit into the social pattern
which has been woven across the centuries.”

Radhakrishnan views Hinduism as not a single religion
with a creed to which everybody must subscribe, although each
individual cult offers its allegiance to the Vedas and the
Upanishads as the source and origin of Indian religion and
religious experience. Hinduism is a federation of different kinds
of approach to the reality behind life. He was undoubtedly one
of the greatest figures of the modern Hindu Renaissance.
Radhakrishnan rendered yeoman service to, rational thinking in
matters of religion and philosophy.

Radhakrishnan can rightly be regarded as the first rationa)
philosopher of the twentieth century who discarded the age old
sentimental or domestic concept of religion. He was the
personification of the composite culture of India. He was a
great Rishi, the inspired philosopher at whose feet the tempests
lost their guile. His system of philosophy made the European
savants blink and also illumined his own face to the world. For
Radhakrishnan, Philosophy is something like a fascinating story
that grips the mind and enthrals the imagination. He used his
scholastic wisdom to wrest from physiological watch-words the
thoughts embedded in them and reset them like jewels ip
epigram giving out a strange new brilliance. His philosophy
is, as though we were peering into a realm of reality lit by
flashes of vivid lighting. To Radhakrishnan goes the credit of
writing philosophy in epigrams and expounding religion in
aphorisms. O
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Rabindranath Tagore as I know

# Daisy Baruah
B. Com. 1st year

In 1913, India’s great poet was awarded the Nobel Prize in
Literature, this was interpreted by many as a promising sign in
what was still peaceful world. The west greeted East with
outstretched hand and Tagore himself expressed this thought
when, in his telegram of thanks, he spoke of the great
understanding that has brought the distant near and has made a
stranger a brother : Son of Maharishi Devendranath, belong to
a family where talent is a inborn quality. Born in a literary
world he was a efficient personality in each and every field of
literature. Rabindranath Tagore born in Calcutta at the
Jorasanka house of the Tagores at 6 Dwarkanath Tagore lane on
7 May. In England his fame was still of very recent date, but T.
Sturge moore, an English author and a member of the Royal
society, had author and a member of the Royal Society, had
submitted his name for consideration for the prize.

The minutes of the selection committee show that this
proposal came as an interesting surprise for the Swedish
Academy. It is true that Harald Hjarne, the then chairman of the
committee was unwilling to commit himself and expressed the
opinion that it must be difficult to decide how much in Tagore's
enchanting poetry was his own personal creation and how much
must be attributed to the classical traditions of Indian literature.
Therefore the committee gave serious consideration in the first
place to another author who had been proposed, Emile Faguet,
the French literary historian and moralist.

However, Tagore’s candidature had gained enthusiastic
supporters within the Academy. One of them was Per
Hallstrom, whose fine essays show that his newly-awakened
admiration led to penetrating study. The happy outcome of the
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debate was without about largely due to a written contribution
made by Verner Non Heidenstam who was himself awarded the
Nobel Prize three years later. Writing of Gitanjali, which Tagore
himself had presented in English and which Heidenstam had
also learnt to know in a Smedish—Norwegian translator's
rather inadequate rendering, he said :

“I was deeply moved when I read them and I do not
remember having read any. lyric writing to equal them during
the past twenty years or more. They gave me hours of intense
enjoyment, it was like drinking the mater of fresh, clear spring.
The intense and loving purity that permeates his every thought
and feeling, the purity of heart, the Noble and natural sublimity
of his style, all combine to create a whole that has deep and rare
spiritual beauty. There is nothing in his work that is
controversial and offensive, nothing vaing worldly and petty,
and if ever a poet may be said to possess the qualities that make
him entitled to a Nobel Prize, it is he. Now that we have finally
found an ideal poet of really gregt stature, me should not pass
him over.”

In the Academy there was probably only one person who
was actually able to read Tagore’s work in the original
language. When he was studying literature in Lund, he went to
see the learned Esaias Tegner, the grandson of the famous poet,
to ask what was the best way of getting an idea of Tagore’s
poetry. The charming old scholar immediately climbed up the
ladder in his library, handed a grammar of the Bengali language

and declared that two or three weeks shortly of this volume
* would most certainly enable Anders Osterling to study Tagore
in the original.

Tagore’s biography speaks of a never tiring activity as
educator and reformer side by side with his writing, an
existence entirely free from disturbing conflicts but on the
whole peaceful in its impressive sinner-like flow.

The Award met with general approbation in India since
then the Indians have assiduously submitted suggestion for
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candidates. His perpetual journeys, on which he accepted the
tributes of his contemporaries with the noble bearing of a sage
and prince of poets, made him stand out as an incomparably
decorative ambassador for the India whose political
independence—he was never to see.

He has been called an Indian Goethe. They have
something in common in their attitude towards blind
nationalism and political contentiousness; in both of them to be
found the objectivity of the productive man, the non-party
person's demand to be allowed to rise to his own defence.

Tagore's aim was a progressive reconciliation between
East and west in spirit of mutual enlightenment. There was, too,
no lack of Indian critics who concreted that Tagore's poetry
showed too much western influence and that was the reason
why he man over the western public so easily. An Indian critic
even said: ‘It is rot Bengal that has given Rabindranath to
Europe-it is rather Europe that has given him to Bengal’’

It is true that the sources of Tagore’s poetry still lie very
far from us deep in age old mysticism and philosophy from the
Upanishads. His poetry is like a cool, shady grove, filled with
the singing of evoker are not.shut out by ensnaring lines. He
gives us glimpses of higher reality but does this without
renouncing the pleasures of the senses.

The motherly River Ganges, which flows through the part
of India where he was born, constantly provides him with
symbols of lustre, not unlike the lamps that float past on its
manes in honour of Goddess Lakshimi.

Tagore too belongs to his epoch and long with his closest
contemporaries among the poets of Victorian England he has
been forced to share the fate that has caused so many bright &
honey filled creations from an earlier period to wither in the
new storms of this iron age. The dreamer’s sacred white rob is
ill-suited to a time with rains of soot and blood. Q

71 @



The Evolution of David Beckham

& Jyoti Singhvi
B. Com. 2nd year

“I must confess that in July, 2003, when Real Madrid
successfully purchased the services of David Beckham from
Manchester United for a whopping sum of $40 million, I
belonged to the school of thought saying that Real didn't need
Beckham. After all, with Ronaldo, Raul, Luis Ago, Zidane,
Roberto Carlos, Ivan Helguera and Michel Salgado, what more
could Beckham possibly add? Alot, I quickly found out!”

His first touch of the ball in a white “Siemens Mobile”
shirt came in a friendly against a China Dragon XI when Real
were on tour in South-East Asia in August. A solid performance
on debut was followed by a goal in his second match against FC
TOKYO. A vintage David Backham free kick from just outside
to the box went sailing into the net leaving the keeper and the
wall no chance. A sign of things to come! ‘

His first home game at the Santiago Bernabeau Stadium
was the Spanish League this season in number of assists and
some of them will remain etched in memories forever, The
Perfect long ball he delive:ed to Raul to head into the goal
against Atletico Madrid in the Madrid derby (described by a
seasoned writer as being delivered from Stratford-Upon-Auon),
or the long cross from just ahead of the half way line sent
straight to Zidane at the edge of the box to thrash into the net
in the 7-2 mauling of valladolid.

He has scored his fair share of goals too. Against Malaga,
he netted in a goal from ten yards outside the box from another
set piece. His best goal was probably the one against Albacete
where, from thirty yards from goal, he got one the curve in and
down simultaneously with the keeper left looking bemused. His
goal from yet another free kick from the edge of the box against
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French club Olympique Marseille in the UEFA Champions
League. It was his first for Madrid in the championship of
Europe and the delight could be seen plainly on his face.

His new position from right winger to central midfield has
been crucial in this aggressive transformation. He has the
option of playing the ball on both sides instead of just one like
before. He has already forged an understanding on the pitch
with Ronaldo arid Raul up front and supplement the efforts of
Zidane and Ago superbly. It is fun and exciting to watch him
and. Roberto Carlos (a superb free kick converter as well)
Vying for free kicks and usually alternating turns.

Even the hard to please Real Madrid fons have been
bowled over. But the first chants of ‘“Beckham! Beckham!”
came not after a wonderful goul or assist, but after a run in
with Deportivo la Corwuna’s Lionel Scaloni. He out classed his
nemesis from the *98 FIFA World Cup. Licego Simeone in the
Maderid dearby and has shown his maturity in keeping out of
trouble whenever provoked. It was due to his effort and spirit
that Madrid beat the club the was supposed to have joined
instead of Real, Barcelona 2-1 in the much heated EI Derby.

Despite being chased by journalists and fans all over
Madrid, a far cry from the sheltered life at Manchester United,
he deals with every one smiling charmingly and looks happy
with the world as he messes around with his team mates during
training.

One should admire him for his passion, indomitable spirit,
untiring effort, throughout the ninety minutes, persistent
aggressiveness and his habit of doing the simple things right.
One should stay up till the wee hours of the morning to see him
and his team mates play in La Lian and the Champions League.
Fulis wishing him the lust for the reminder of this season.
Captaining England in Euro *04 in Portugal in June-July and for
the years ahead.Q
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