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The Novels and Short Stories of
Mulk Raj Anand—A brief Appraisal

# Anjita Bora
Department of English

Mulk Raj Anand enjoys the reputation of being a stalwart
in the field of Indian fiction in English. One of the ‘Big Three’,
the other two being Raja Rao and R.K. Narayan, Anand freed
the Indo-Anglian novel from the narrow confines of romance,
although he is as much prone to romanticising as his earlier
exponents. His novels undoubtedly, project a lively image of
India, the details of which both reflect and imply his passionate
concern with its social reality. They exemplify a realistic
sensibility capable . of plumbing the very depths of human
personality and of the social structure.

Anand belongs to a realistic tradition in fiction. He is a
minute observer of human character, exposing social hypocrisy:
and taboos, class exploitation and class struggle, social and
economic injustice and the inhuman atrocities committed on the
suppressed. He portrays the positive and negative sides of life
as realistically as possible by drawing simple and noble human
beings enmeshed in the net of poverty and injustice. His
characters struggle to come out of the sub-human situation but
they find themselves helpless and unable to shake off the coils
of evil. The priests, tea planters and caste Hindus who
recklessly oppress the bottom dogs are the butt of Anand’s
satire. Being the champion of equality, justice and fair play, it
is quite natural that he does not write about the bejewelled rajas
and Maharajas and their Maharanis (except in Private Life of
an Indian Prince); he favours the degraded people — the
peasant, the sweeper, the city drudge, the plantation labourer,
the anguished and the hungry and renders a touch of humanism
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to these characters. Anand’s principal endeavour in his works is
to realise an 1deology by which man may gain a true
understandmg of himself and the true foundations of ethical
behaviour and thereby, realise a just social order.

Anand’s distinction as a writer lay in his themes — both in
their choice and in their treatment. Although there were several
competing centres of attention identifiable with his thematic
concerns, casteism and human suffering, class distinctions,
religion, education and the status of women constituted more or:
less the principal foci of thematic significance, all caused by-2
variety of factors — political, economic, cultural and social. H
was Dickensian in his ultra sensitivity to the existence of social
evils in its protean form. He experienced an ‘inexplicable urge
to communicate what he felt intensely, which would perhaps‘
awaken the slumbermg conscience of man.

Anand’s protagonists either belonged to the class of
sufferers (Bakha, Munoo, Gangu) or the sensitive group Of
people who suffered seeing others suffer (Lalu, Dr. De La
Havre, Ananta). It was only in Private Life of an Indianm
Prince that he had a highborn prince as the hero. But here
again, Anand was mainly concerned with the hero’s suffermgs
traceable to his weakness and ignorance.

" His first three novels, Untouchable (1935), Coolie (1936)
and Two Leaves and a Bud (1937) offered a polmcal and
psychological analysis of India’s ‘downtrodden masses’, caught
at the centre of the sclieme of cruelty and exploitation that held
India in its vicious grip. Of all his novels, Untouchable is th
most compact and artistically satisfying, Coolie is MOSt
extenswe m space and tnme, evoking vanegated acuon an

effectlve as a piece. of implied indictment.
Untouchable, the shortest of the novels written under’ th




a classical play as it covers the events of a single day in the life
of the ‘low caste’ boy, Bakha, in the town of Bulandshahr. The
character of Bakha testifies to Anand’s belief in the dignity of
labour; Bakha has to clean the ‘latrines’ - a job disliked by the
upper caste people. A sensitive boy, Bakha suffers a great deal
of humiliation at the hands of caste-Hindus. The hypocrisy of
the Brahmin priest who curses him for polluting the temple by
his standing outside the door and yet does not mind molesting
his sister, Sohini, irritates him. When he finally. encounters
Colonel Hutchinson, Mahatma Gandhi and Igbal Nath Sarshar,
he starts dreaming of becoming an honourable man. The novel
is a powerful indictment on the caste discrimination and
hypocrisy of the Hindus, especially Brahmins.
Coolie is conceived and executed on an epic scale, the
action is spread over some years and moves from village to
town, from town to city and from city to Bombay, the Gateway
of India and from Bombay to Shimla. The novel is character
oriented and it depicts Munoo’s life as a journey - from
_innocence to experience. It extends primarily in space: with the
hero, the hill boy Munoo, an orphan who is forced out of his
village in search of a livelihood, the reader too moves and
follows his fortunes or rather misfortunes first with his uncle
and aunt in his village, Bilaspur; then with the Bank Sub-
Accountant’s family at Sham Nagar, where Munoo serves as a
servant; then with"Munoo’s benefactor, Prabha and his wife in
the Cat Killer’s lane in the old feudal city, Daulatpur; we are
also lost with Munoo in Bombay’s slums and chawls, noise and
madness and general filth and finally with Mrs. Mainwaring at
Shimla, as her page and rickshaw-puller where he dies of
consumption. Munoo is ill treated, insulted and disdained at all
stages of his life; his fate is typical of the fate of millions whose
only distinguishing badge is patient sufferance.
Two Leaves and a Bud is essentially a ‘dramatic™ novel,
which culminates in a tragic clash of interests and destinies as
| evil triumphs over good. It is an attack on the evil effects of
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imperialism, capitalistic economy and exploitation of helpless
labourers. Gangu, the protagonist is a middle-aged peasant,
who, goaded by the loss of his land and hut to greedy
moneylenders, goes to Assam and works as a labourer in
Macpherson Tea Estate, where the merchants exploit him.:
When his wife Sajani dies of malaria, Gangu has no money"
even to conduct his last rites. The British planters are not:
sympathetic to the Indian workers. An Englishman, Reggie
Hunt chases Leila, daughter of Gangu and shoots the father:
when the latter intervenes. The court, however, declares that
Reggie Hunt is not guilty.

Anand’s next batch of three novels traces the career of
Lalu Singh over a period of some years, from shortly before the
First World War to the disturbed post-war era in India — the
Gandhian Age. Thus boyhood, youth and early manhood are the
themes of the triology, The Village, Across the Black Waters
and The Sword and the Sickle.

The Village is symbolic of the tragedy and hope of Indi
simultaneously. It stands for a village in transition from
orthodoxy to modernity. Lal Singh, the protagonist rebel
against orthodoxy - and ‘pities his father Nihal Singh wh
represents orthodoxy. He gets into trouble and tuns away froi
his village to join the army.

Across the Black Waters. is an elaborate runnin
commentary on the four-year war. Lal Singh joins the India
army, which joins the French and English armies at Marseille
He moves from Marseilles to Orleans, to ‘Calais and t
Festubert and 'so on. He trains himself as a soldier right on th
battlefield and fights the enemy but ends up as a prisoner of w
in the hands of the Germans. The novel illustrates Anand
denunciation of war, the attendant cruelty and violence and th
ultimate meaninglessness of it all.

The Sword and the Sickle is a continuation of La
Singh’s life history. He returns to his village after five years. of
stay in Germany as a prisoner of war and is shocked to lea |
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that his family is broken up and his property lost. Having lost
his glamour as a soldier, he joins an association with a Count
in Uttar Pradesh and fights the evil of landlordism. But they
meet with failure because of lack of unity and leadership.
Finally Lal Singh is arrested and put behind bars. The novel
expresses Anand’s attack on the meaninglessness of war, the
evil of landlords and the exploitation of the poor peasants. It is
blatantly a political novel in which propaganda overshadows the
artistic element.

The terrific intensity and concentration of Untouchable
was reproduced in The Big Heart. A powerful novel, it
expresses Anand’s plea for the mastery of machine for human
prosperity. It is an effective dramatisation of the effects of
industrialisation on the traditional rural communities of India.
Ananta, the protagonist returns from Bombay to Billimaran
village in Amritsar and organises all the jobless coppersmiths
into a union and decides to fight against the factory newly
opened there ‘when Ralia, Satyapal and his group try to break
the machines in the factory. Ananta tries to reason with them,
but is ironically killed by them and thus becomes a martyr.
Ananta emphasises that the machine is a gift from the west,
which needs to be assimilated into the Indian life for the well
being of all the sections of society, and that human happiness
can be achieved through the elimination of pain and cruelty.

Seven Summers, the first part of a seven volume of
autobiographical novels, Seven Ages of Man, depicts the first
seven years of Krishnan’s childhood. Krishnan is an
autobiographical projection of Anand himself — a symbolic
depiction of an Indian childhood. The novel offers a deep
insight into child psychology as well as Indian sociology.

Morning Face, the second in the series is a continuation
of Seven Summers and describes the growth of Krishnan from
childhood to boyhood.

Anand’s third autobiographical novel, Confessions of a
Lover deals with Krishnan’s adolescence and his endeavours to
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seek solutions in the seemingly nightmarish world of the
changing political scenario.

Anand’s attack on feudalism and the attendant cruelty and

callousness and plea for liberty and democratic socialism is
beautifully expressed in The Private life of an Indian Prince.
Victor, the protagonist, an eccentric and a tyrannous King of
Sham Pur who indulges in womanising and ill-treats his
subjects by burdening them with heavy taxes and confiscation
of their property finally turns insane and ends up in a lunatic
asylum. Anand, however, treats the tyrannica] prince and his fall
with due humanistic sympathy, in spite of denouncing the
negative aspects of feudalism.

The woman in Anand’s works is in an important sense at
the heart of its thematics since she becomes the focus of his
predominant concerns such as deprivations, dispossession,
debasement, discrimination and exploitation which have
dehumanised and depersonalised man himself, Anand’s ideal of
womanhood centres on her being emancipated from restraints
imposed on her by the prevalent socio-political institutions so
that she may seek self-actualisation and self-fulfilment. The
Old Woman and the Cow or Gauri demonstrates this plea for
woman’s emancipation and equality with man. It is the story of
Gauri’s growth from docility and innocence to defiance and
self-confidence. Colonel Mahindra, an enlightened city doctor
becomes Anand’s mouthpiece in articulating his humanism and
plea for woman’s equality, identity and self-reliance. Anand’s
choice of a female protagonist for the novel in the 1960s came
at a time when feminism was still unheard of in India.

The Road is a sequel to Untouchable in that it castigates
caste hypocrisy, belief in God and Karma and affirms and
upholds the dignity of labour and progress of man. In spite of
Thakur Singh’s stubbornness, caste superiority, obstacles and
threats, Bikhu and Dhooli Singh, the two untouchables
successfully construct the road with the help of a road engine.
Though Anand’s humanism is explicit in the novel, it is less

successful than Untouchable as a work of art as Bikhu is not
as fully realised as Bakha.
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Death of a Hero is inspired by Anand’s belief in liberty
and secularism and his attack on religious fanaticism, fatalism
and narrow nationalism. Anand’s plea for pity and compassion
and his attack on war, violence and barbarity are manifested in
the novel.

Anand’s reputation as a novelist has obscured an interest-
ing and equally important aspect of his genius — his talent and
success as a prolific short story writer. His short stories illus-
trate a wide range of mood and tone, from a humorous appre-
ciation of life’s little ironies to an awareness of its deeper trag-
edies. They are written with a Dickensian feeling for character
and environment and glaringly reveal his deep understanding of
our social problems. His characters in the short stories as in his
novels usually emerge from the Indian rural atmosphere — char-
acters belonging totally to the downtrodden section of the soci-
ety and their struggle to free themselves from the fetters of
tyranny. His stories mostly deal with humanistic themes like the
plight of the poor and the downtrodden, the evils of caste sys-
tem, poverty, ill-treatment of women, priestly exploitation,
greed, vanity, feudalism, the machine and so on. Most of these
themes are expanded in his novels. The stories are generally
written in a realistic style, but some of them attain lyrical
heights and the quality of fables.

The mid-thirties of the twentieth century saw the publica-
tion of a genuine artistic piece with Anand’s The Lost Child
and Other Stories, which proved to be ‘an immediate success’.
He lashes at the ‘lies, shams and hypocrisies of our people’ with
relentless vigour and robust satire in stories like The Cobbler
and the Machine, Boots, The Old Watch and The Story of an
Anna. In his long short story, Lament on the Death of a
Master of Arts, Anand satirises the rotten inhuman social cus-
toms and conditions — the proud parents, child marriage, and
the stubbornness of the elders, hypocrisy, cruelty in education
and many other things.

Anand can be funny and humorous at times as in his sto-
ries, The Barber’s Trade Union, The Death of a Lady and
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. Darkness and The Tractor and the Corn Goddess and also'

Lottery. Anand resorts to mere propaganda in The Power of

indulges in self-pity and melodramatic situations, as in his
Lament on the Death of a Master of Arts. His story.
Lajwanti is a moving tale of the hopeless situation of a young
village belle, who finds no anchorage either at her in-laws’ 01'
at her parental home.

-Anand simply excels in the depiction of the variegated
pictures of modern India in his short stories. His themes are
wide-ranging and the treatment varied in accordance with the
expediency of the plot; he also retains the flavour of the ancien
Indian fable in his tales if circumstances so demand.

- Thus Anand’s literary career as a novelist and short story,
writer throws up a wide gamut of study to the reader. The range

and depth of his work is amazing and hence, challenging, to say|
the least. O




POSTMODERNISM
The New Way of Seeing the World

# Chandrima Goswami
Department of English

The postmodern tendency in art and literature has been
characterized as a breakthrough and a significant reversal of the
dominant literary and the socio-cultural directions of the last
two centuries. The postmodern literature is the death of the
traditional western concept of art and literature.

The term “Postmodernism” was probably first used by
Arnold Toynbee, the well-known historian of the 20th century
in 1939 in his A Study of History, Vol.-1. The actual period of
the beginning of postmodernism varies from continent to
continent, from country to country. Though it is not easy to
pinpoint a definite date for postrodernism, it is a term usually
applied to the period in literature and literary theory since the
1960s, though some regard postmodernism as the prevailing
intellectual mood since the second World War. The horrors of
the second World War left the people dumbstruck. They were
compelled to take a pessimistic view of the modern world
which was seen as fragmented and decayed. So, postmodernity
in a sense, reflected the triumph of capitalism and the obvious
result of all these aspects was the rise of a decentralized
fragmented society. Nothing is absolute, fixed or real this is the
strong belief of postmodernists. There is no fixity of any kind
in our lives and we are perpetually in a state of virtual reality.

In postmodern fiction, an attempt is made through
literature to cdpture this sense of fragmentation or virtual
reality. The postmodern literature extends or even breaks with
the modernist techniques and connections without reverting to
realist or pre-modernist positions. As far as literature is
concerned, modernism as well as postmodernism reveals a
breaking away from the established rules, traditions and
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connections of traditional literature. The postmodern attitude to:
the modern decentralized, fragmented world is celebratoly S0,
in order to increase the effect of celebration, they confront the
past basically in an ironic mood. In a sense, postmodernism is
a questioning of the commonly accepted values of our cyjpyre.
The obvious result of this postmodern trend is that boty the |
modern and the postmodern literature represent a break from
the 19th century realism. The postmodemn literature makes a
shift from the conventional realistic mode of ........... in which a Y
story is told from an omniscient or objective point of view. In
character development, postmodernism explores subjectivism,
turning from external reality to examine the inner states GF
‘consciousness, in many cases, drawing on modernist example
in the stream of consciousness styles of Virginia Woolf an
James Joyce. The fragmentation is explored in narrative and
character construction and this sense of fragmentation 1
narrative structure ultimately leads to linear, discontinuons)

- narratives,  self-reflexivity or  self-consciousness, the
disappearance of the distinction between high and low (pOP“l"“‘
culture, the i mcorporatlon of the element of parody, pastiche ane
maglc realism, new modes of science fiction and lastly to the
breaking of genre-boundaries in postmodern fiction. ‘
This is very briefly, the concept of postmodernism. Thls.
century is the age of postmodernism. Whether we like it or nQ
we have to accept the fact that we live in the age
postmodernism. However, like other leading ideas of man;
cultural epochs, postmodernism is also not free from criticisng
It is being reinterpreted now a days. But we can conclude Wit
one single opinion that for those in favour of it, postmodernis
seems to be. the politically progressive replacement aft
modernism, and for those against it, is the last decadent gasp

Sources :

Linda Hutcheon’s—*“A Poetics of Postmodernism”’.
Christopher Butler’s — Postmodernism, A very short Introduction;
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Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

# Ram Prakash
B.Com. 3rd year

Dr. A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, former president of India was
born in Rameswaram, Chennai in 1931. He came of a Tamil
middle class family. His father. Jainulabden was neither a rich
man, nor was much educated, yet Dr. Kalam had a keen interest
in studies and high ambition which made him in topmost
position of the Republic of India. He was unanimously elected
by all political parties as president of India for his extraordinary
talent and beautiful nature.

After B.Sc he was admitted in the Madras Institute of
Technology From MIT he joined in Hindustan Aeronautics as
a Jrainee. First he got the job at the Directorate of Technical
Development and Production. DTD & P (AIR) of the ministry of
defence, Delhi. He first successfully designed an indigenous
hovercraft (proto type) as a ground equipment machine (GEM).
The hovercraft was named Nandi for which he got an
appointment in the Indian committee for Space Research
(INCOSPAR) as a Rocket Engg. Then he was sent to America to
work at NASA and GSFC at Maryland training.

After returning from NASA, India's first rocket launch
took place on 21 November, 1965. It was a sounding rocket,
called Nike Apache made at NASA. The real Journey of the
Indian aerospace programme had begun with 'Rohini Sounding
Rocket Programme' (RSR).

On 18" July, 1980. India's first satellite launch vehicles,
SLV-3 lifted off from SHAR carrying Rohini Satellite.

The whole nation was excited for the success as India had
made its entry into five nation group which possessed satellite
launch capability. Dr. Kalam was awarded 'Padma Bhusan' from
government of India.
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irector, DRDL.
On February 1982 he was appointed as D!-I?izll:sl (Prithvi)
Under his supervision surface to surface l,mfi-umk missile
Trishul and surface to AIR (AKASE.{) and the dl]sfully tasted in
* (Cobra) and on 27" July, 1983 Agni were succes
1998. . of India.
8Fc:.r these contributions he was made t.h? pwsildsinl;e kept in
He said “you may be poor, but high ambition m

who help
mind for the success in life and God help them
themselves.”




Like this ?

# Madhumita Paul
B.Com. 2nd year

One cold wintry night a man called Jongte was walking
back home after meeting his sweet heart in a nearby village
which was 2 kms. away from his village. Usually, he was not
that bold and has never stayed away from his home. But
tonight, he was detained by his sweet heart's pleading eyes to
eat the supper prepared by her own hands. After supper they sat
around the fire and enjoyed each other's company with sweet
talks forgetting to notice the time till his sweet heart gave a
yawn, which made him get up and proced homewards. She was
reluctant to let him go alone but he declined to stay and trying
not to show his fear he bade good night and started to have a
much faster stride.

The time being already late and the villages quiet after the
evening meal, he was already feeling the goose bumps in his
skin..., thinking of the road ahead which he has to cover,
passing a village grave yard, though it was a bit far from the
roadside. So he took the short cut to his village, and a little
ahead he saw the figure of a person walking towards his village;
he gave out a sigh and over took the person and together they
went the same way till they had to cross a stream. Being a
courteous person, he requested the man to cross the stream
first and also because it has to be crossed singly as a bamboo
pole was laid across the stream for crossing. In that instant,
Jongte noticed that the man has no back side but it was covered
with a bamboo mat. Horrified, Jongte speedily crosses the
stream and ran with all his might. He was still running till he
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saw another figure ahead of him in a little distance. He felt so
grateful to see another human being that he forgot his fears for

a moment and asked the person to wait for him tll he caught
up with him.

The moment he came nearer to the person. he started
telling him about the harrowing experience he had on his way
with short breaths. The man listened to Jongte without a word

till he mentioned to Jongte and showed his backside and
uttered, “LIKE THIS 7’ 0




Is there a second Life?

# Naresh Sharma
Ankit Sethi
B.Com. 2nd year

Science has failed to reason out its existence. Neither has
it been able to disapprove all the stories following about this
syndrome. REINCARNATION till this day remains a mystery
beyond the comprehension of believers and non-believers.
There are many true and unique cases about reincarnation.

The most conspicuous case is about the Dalai Lama
Tibetans believe that the successors of Dalai Lama would be
born somewhere and reincarnated and this has been continuing
uninterruptedly since 1391. In 1933, when the 13th Dalai Lama,
Thupen Gyatso died at his summer palace in Lhasa, his dead
body was placed on the throne chair. His face was facing south.
After a few days it was noticed that his face turned towards the
East. The Lamas concluded that the new Dalai Lama would be
found towards the North East of Lhasa. In 1936, three years
after the death of the 13" Dalai Lama, the senior Lamas
travelling throughout North East reported the discovery of a
house with turquoise titles in the nearby village of Tahtser,
resembling the newly appeared green and golden roofs on the
Kumkum monastery. In this, lived a couple with their son who
was two years old. The little boy identified the Lamas who were
in disguise. The Lamas conducted secret tests to verify the
birth. The little boy replied all their questions and even
recognised the stick belonging to the 13" Dalai Lama. The
Lamas were then certain that the boy was the reincarnation of
the 13" Dalai Lama. They cautiously transported the boy to
Lhasa. On the 14" day of the first month of the year of the Ison
dragon (1940), the little boy was placed on the lion throne and

was made the 14" Dalai Lama.
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When Mr. and Mrs. Brabome of the Brabeme Stadium
fame travelled to India for the first time and reached Bombay,
they were shocked to find that Mrs. Brabome knew the names
of places and their localisation from before. He then started tO
recall about a big house at the foot of the Malabar hill with a
big banyan tree in front. After enquiry he came to know that t‘he
house belonged to some Bhan family which shocked him
because he had named his son as Bhan Brabome. :

Mozart composed simple music at the age of four. Blaise
Pascal outlined the new geometric system at the age of‘eleveni-ﬁ
Such child prodigies are believed to be reincarnations ©
alented people.
m'Lm';helrJe Eave been many cases which have baf_ﬂed 5::—:;
medical fraternity, showing connections between Oul E’retrist
illness and incidents in our previous life. The great psyc “}t sc;
Steikel has mentioned a case which he had .treated.t.n i
happened that a sailor died in an incident of Pmler burs e1 fam
a ship. The last scenes of that sailor terrified a pr dgthat
passenger and the child who was born to her also r_l,earjomb
heart piercing scream during his sleep in the mother’s ‘l')“ liev'e

The psychoanalysts and para—hypnolheraplslsl e[he'
that sometimes human beings remember things regarding theslr
previous life when they are reborn again. In many case; o4 Set
create complications. Dr. Morries Natherson, in.hls b.oo .
Lives Therapy" claimed that almost invariably his Pat"ems N 3
found that their mental anguish in this life can be pin POIE S
to physical situations in past life. Dr. Hellen Wambaf;‘ .tha
psychologist demonstrated that hypnotic regression \.’Vaa the
most appropriate means of discovering and studying the
accounts of earlier incarnations. The patients are thus @ade
aware of the reasons of the sickness and motivated to get rid of
the mental disease that they suffer from.

Despite all the vividness of the case, scientists and mOStt‘ of
the educated people have not been able to accept, relru:ar.ﬂa 108
as a truth. They accept it just as other unsolved mysteries. L3




Status of Women in
Indian Society

# Anamika Barman
B. Com. 2nd year

Introduction :

Creation of man and woman is a divine creation of the
creator. The entire society results from the union of man and
woman. Man and woman are two separate identities of human
beings in the society. Women also deserve from the society as
their male counterpart. As men cannot be complete without
women they are called half of the sky.

'Woman' a word which signifies the characteristics of
sympathy loveable, motherly, simple and- of corse hard
working. They are the most important part of the society. They
undertake the holiest responsibility of the world that is giving
birth apart from other responsibilities of different fields like
household activities, educational, financial and specifically
taking care of children, their physical mental and emotional
development along with other family members. So, women are
the pillars of social fabrics as far as their calibre and
intelligence are concerned. Since, time immemorial, women
have a powerful in socio-political, intellectual and religions
fields. "

But when girl child is born to a family, from the day one
she is seen as a burden rather than as an asset in comparison to
a baby boy. Though there may be some exceptions, but
| exceptions are always exceptions. The tag mark 'Girl' or
‘female’ weigh heavily on the child before it could realise its
gender. The discriminatory treatment accorded to women in our

country is a meter of grave concerne.
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Status of Women in various Dimension :

Social change is a formidable task for everyone in 2
society, which is a conservative one, like our own Indiaf
society. Women in civilised Europe enjoy in their position in th?
society. A century ago in England denied the right of women
inheritance. The woman could not share the patrimony with hétr
husband's house. In France also even today the position ©
woman is very awkward. She is vehicle of sexual pleasure only.
The position of an Indian woman, in the part, is very mis.erab1§
By passing time, they enjoyed some freedom like—right t
choose their husband, choose their work, etc.

Women in Ancient India :

It is known that in ancient India, there were two types
thought regarding the status of women. One described wome
as "the equals of man' while the other held that women were
degraded position. This was done particularly during th
Mahabharata. During the period women were regarded as &
means of satisfying the physical desire of men. It is said at On&
place in Mahabharat, “There is nothing that is more sinful tl:nan
woman, woman is the root of all evils”. It is during this peﬂ°£!
Draupadi was pawned by Yudhisthira in the game of dice- It
proves that in early stage women were regarded no better th »
slaves.

Women During Vedic And post vedic period :

In the Indian literary, the Vedic Period is the best peind S
far as liberty, and equality of Aryan women were considered
This time was called the 'golden age' for women. Women We
allowed to study the vedas. Women Brahmavadinis had actl\{el
participated with Rishis in intellectual and philosoph
discourses. A number of women made them free from fami
affairs as they wanted to couceutrate on giving MmOl
knowledge. This women were called as 'Brahmavadinis'. On th
other hand, the house wives were also engaged themselve .‘
the study of various 'Sastras'. This women were called as 'Sad!
Badhu'.




They enjoyed freedom in selecting notes. Widows were
permitted to re-marry. In the economic field also women
-enjoyed freedom. Home was their place of production. Weaving
of cloths was done at home. They help their husbands in
agricultural pursuits also.

Though during this period, women were respected, but we
also find that restrictions were also placed them. Their property
rights were limited. Only the unmarried daughter was entitled

one fourth share of patrimony.
It may be concluded that the status of women during

yedic period was not very low.

Women During Mediaval Period :

Perhaps the status of women in Hindu society was lowest
during medieval period. Due to social and political conditions,
the Hindu started marrying their daughter at the very early age.
Widow re-marriage was completely banned. The women at that
time were not educated. The women were supposed to serve
| their husbands and that was their foremost duty. It was during
| this period that ‘sati system' came into existence in the society.
| A woman was considered very faithful who burnt herself alive
along with her husband.

Women in Modern Period :

; The two great evils that Indian women are invariably
|Subject are early marriage and dowry. The position is no doubt
|considerably better now. But these evils have not yet been
|eradicated. After marriage a girl takes the entire dowry both in
icash and kind, which her parents can arrange or afford. May be
{that is the reason arrange or afford. May be that is the reason,
Why, a son is preferred in India. The formative era of India's
ocial reform movement began with Raja Ram Mohan Roy.
esides him, Dayanand Saraswati, Swami Vivekananda,
amakrishna Paramahansa and a host of societies and
hstitutions that were founded by them to bring about socio-
eligious reforms dominated this era. The cause of upliftment of
omen was a Magnificent ingredient of their multi-facet social




) reform movements. All of them were eager to liberate wom
‘ from the evils of child marriage, child Widowhood and sal
- It was primarily due to the efforts of those social reformel;f
that the image of Women in India in modern times is radicall
changing. She is practically giving her previous position. No
child marriage system is more or less out-dated, widow =t
marriage not viewed with contempt or disgrace. She is noy
gradually getting more and more shares in running houset}dd
P L affairs. She is taking part in all important household decisio
‘ v more particularly there women are being consulted 1n so farz
{ their marriage is coucerued, the are now getting many facil
3 in getting higher education and also in the development of 0
Lo personalities. A woman is not supposed to only please h
I husband in right or wrong manner. Sati system has complf-"‘if=
been legally banned. Indian constitution has also been givi
them equal facilities with mien in all respect.

E} j I Conclusion : |

| Women today enjoy many more rights—social and leg.al%

1‘[‘. and have greater freedom and voice and participate more fr

l! in public’ affairs. But it is also true that they are

: discriminated, harassed, humiliated, dominated and €v
‘z exploited. Today more then ever before, there is gre.at, need!
1 enlighten Indian women about the issues that still remi

b unresolved in order to encourage them to build up and ass

i l leadership of their own movement, to look at jssues concerm

! . " them with open eyes and to come up with their own solu

“ .' .., “God has made man and woman one complete whol

; " the.scheme of nature both of them are equal"——-Gandhi» .

T Bibliography :
o 1. Ram Ahuja : Indian social system
2. Kiran Bedi : What went wrong and continues
3. B. Kuppuswamy : Social change in India
4. Kishor Dash : Educational Development of slum Women

4

|
1
|
H
N
{
i
!
L:’N N ..,A'éi




Rise of the Ugly Head
of
Terrorism in the 215t Century

&4 Gautam Jain
Shubhendu Kr. Chourasia
B.Com. 2nd year

September 11, 2001 has left an indelible mark in the
history of human civilisation owing to the occurrence of a series
of incredible incidents that shocked the whole world . The day
marked the birth of a venomous era of bloodshed and murder.

The attacks at the Twin Towers, located at the heart of
New York city really left the world dumb-struck. The whole
world watched those terrible moments on their television sets
within a few hours after the damage had been done. The anxiety
of the people was revealed conspicuously on their faces as they
watched the ruthless massacre with their eyes.

The durability and solidity of the World Trade Centre was
highly questioned as it crushed to the ground within 90 minutes
after it was being set ablaze due to the bursting of gasoline
tanks of the planes. The conflagration melted the sturdy
metallic infrastructure of the buildings which resulted in the
break down of the meticulously built towers. Besides the mass
scale destruction inflicted on the World Trade Centre, two other
planes were hijacked which caused enormous damages and
immense loss. One of the two planes crashed into a part of the
Pentagon, the head quarter and nerve centre of the US
Department of Defence. And the other one crashed in West
Pennsylvania. The world was greatly aghast and stirred by these
horrific activities. U.S.A. announced a retaliation against such
heinous and atrocious activities by the terrorists and launched a
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war against terrorism to uproot all its bases and make the worl
terror free.

America's war against terrorism led to the downfall of th
Islamic fundamentalists group, 'Taliban' in Afghanistan whi
ultimately resulted in the restoration of peace in the coun
The Afghans cherished their freedom from the clutches of the
orthodox Talibans with great joy and merriment. '

The emancipation truly induced in them a new zeal fo
life. But the person for whom America had waged a war a“d
whom, it feels has masterminded the attacks of September 11
i.e., Osama Bin Laden has not come to their hands, which is
still a matter of grave concern for the whole world bec'ause.a's
long as he is alive, the world can't live in peace as h}s widi
spread channel of the Al-Queda group would continue to
terrorise people across the world. _ -

India is also not alien to the concept of terrorism as i
also struggling to get rid of it for the past 60 years. &
December 13, 2001 five gunned terrorists attacked Gk
Parliament House of our country and many other instances 1{
the Akshar Dham Temple. But our brave jawans acted promp
and after half an hour of gun battle, all the five of the terroris
lay sprawling dead. ‘ .

’ pA lot ff human blood has been shed due to terrorst
activities. But these inexplicable acts of terrorism can no long%g
be tolerated. Unless we take the pledge to wipe out the roots g
terrorism from our earth, we won’t be able to live in peace 2 d
harmony. O
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